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Singing by the Way 
By Eben E. Rexford 


O, comrades, heavenward faring, 
Let’s sing, in cheerful strain, 
A song to lighten labor 
And soothe the heart of pain. 
A song so full of gladness, 
So blithe with help and cheer, 
That weary wayside pilgrims 
Will gain new strength to hear. 


Life holds for most, my comrades, 
More happiness than pain, 

God gives a week of sunshine 
For every day of rain. 

So, trusting in the wisdom 
Of his eternal plan, 

Let’s face the rain or sunshine 
And do the best we can. 


Oh, let us sing, my comrades, 
Of blessings by the way,— 
Each cloud’s a silver lining, 
There’s blue beyond the gray! 
Ah, as we sing about it 
The shadows break apart, 
And all the world’s in sunshine 
Because we’re light of heart ! 


SHroctTon, WIs. 





Busy—at What? 


It is a great mistake to be so busy that we have 
not time to do the things that we ought todo. No 
one needs to make this wrong choice, yet many a one 
does so. ‘*The King’s Business’’ is meant to be 
every one’s chief business, and may be; ‘‘seek ye 
first the Kingdom of God'’ was not an impossible 
command, But how many of us crowd life so full of 
the things that die the day they are done that there 
is no time or strength left for the things that live and 
that bring life tothe doer! We may have to give the 


greater number of hours in the day to what we call 
our secular duties, But there never was a day in the 
life of any child of God in which God's Kingdom 
could not have been consciously sought as the chief 
interest in that day, and thereby some moments found 
for the advancing of that Kingdom. When our days 
are busiest with the pressure of this world’s cares, we 
most need to remember the Kingdom that has first 
claim on our life. 
Hx 


Failure that Beats Success 


Failure is often more creditable than success. As 
Professor Shailer Mathews says, in a recent book, ‘* It 
is far better to fail in being a Christian than to suc- 
ceed in being a Pharisee.’’ We have the same 
thought, paraphrased from the statement of one of the 
keenest of modern thinkers, that it is better to be an 
unsatisfied man than a satisfied hog. If we under- 
took only what we were sure we could accomplish, we 
should never make any progress, and in time even the 
power we had would be lost. When the call comes 
we must never hesitate to ‘‘ launch out into the deep,"’ 
for whether we reach the desired harbor or not we 
shall have succeeded in making the attempt. 


aH“ 
How to Get to the Top 


Concentration, or its lack, marks the difference 
between leaders of men and the rank and file. Those 
who forge to the front are not so often those of extra- 
ordinary ability as those who are simply using ordi- 
nary ability to its utmost. And this is concentration : 
to take the everyday, average powers that we have 
and, when there is any occasion to use them, to use 


them with an intensity of earnestness and a devotion 
to ‘‘this one thing’’ that will drive out of the way 
everything that might divert our attention and so 
lessen our effectiveness, Did you work that way yes- 
terday in all that you had todo? Are you filling up 
to-day with this kind of vehement, result-producing 
effort? One of the first effects of concentration is 
that we have more time,—to do more things ; for con- 
centration saves time in finishing any given piece of 
work. And it improves the quality of all our work. 
Its secret is will-power and practise,—both within the 
reach of every one. Its basis is scriptural : ‘* What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy mighz."' 
And its effect is that of a tonic, on body, mind, and 
spirit. Let us learn to concentrate. 


- 
Behind the Mask 


Most of us prefer masks to a show of our real 
faces. There is greater freedom and a sense of secur- 
ity when we are behind a mask. ‘This is very evident 
at a ‘*masquerade,"’ such as was held at a summer 
mountain resort recently, when the guests, old and 
young, assembled in costumes and behind masks 
that completely concealed their indentity. Even the 
staidest and the oldest experienced a lack of the re- 
straint that was noticeable again when the time to un- 
mask was announced. We are privileged to wear 
masks, after a fashion, through much of life. Some 
conceal their real selves very effectively under these 
masks, And they dread the time of unmasking. But 
that time has got to come ; and those are wisest who 
are now living just as they would live if all that they 
are and all that they do were unmasked to all the 
world, 
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Does Nature Ever Forgive Broken Laws? 


T IS commonly said that nature knows no forgive- 
ness ; that upon every transgression she visits 
her exact recompense of reward, and with her 

there is no remission of sins, not even by the shed- 
ding of blood. Huxley’s comparison of natural law 
to a great antagonist at chess, benevolent on the 
whole, mildly wishing our welfare, but holding rigidly 
to the laws of the game, and exacting his penalty for 
every infraction, would be accepted, even by most 
Christian thinkers, as a fair picture of the fact. How 
comes it, then, that when we enter into the realm of 
the spirit we find another law counteracting, if not 
superseding, this ‘‘ law of sin and death"’ ? 

It is not so. There is no contradiction, or change, 
only a development. Professor Drummond's greatest 
intellectual service, perhaps, was in reminding us that 
we dwell in a universe, not a ‘‘ multiverse,’’ or even 
a ‘‘duiverse’’ ; that one set of laws runs through the 
whole. The Ten Commandments are a law of love, 
and so is the Decalogue of Hygiene, and the Twelve 
Tables of (God’s) Political Economy. It was no dif- 
ferent God who gave the Bible, or new God who gave 
the New Testament. To be sure, we fully perceive 
that the old law is a law of love only in the light of 
the life and death and living power of Jesus Christ. 
He brought life and immortality to light. But they 
existed before, in the heart of God, and were at work 
in the world. A thousand facts and forces were more 
or less dimly indicating them ; they came out into 
clear relief when he revealed them. 

The abundant signs of the grace and forgiveness of 
God in nature might seem to be overshadowed or out- 
weighed by the countless manifestations of the stern 
rigidity, and what some would call the cold and re- 
lentless certainty, of the operation of his laws. Now 
that we have seen the glory of God in the face of 


Jesus Christ we are prepared to perceive, in his lower 
and lesser revelation of himself, gleams here and 
there of the same gracious smile, and realize that the 
great antagonist is in fact our great Partner, our great 
Protagonist indeed, intent, within limits and on con- 
ditions, upon winning our game for us, and eagerly 
seeking to prevent our errors, correct our mistakes, 
and repair our injuries, But the sweep of the epi- 
demic, the roar of the cyclone, the unmanning rock of 
the earthquake, typify so strikingly the resistless wrath 
ot God, while the slow onset of disease as the result of 
broken law so illustrates his rigid justice and causality 
that we have failed to perceive the mighty hand of 
tenderness and mercy at work in and with and through 
and above all the rigidity and the certainty. 


**It is God. His love seems mighty, 
But is mightier than it seems.’’ 


The universe is no soulless machine of law, it is the 
plastic instrument of a heart of love; not a maudlin 
love, a love that blesses ‘‘ hit or miss,’’ but a love 
that, while it profoundly respects justice, right, holi- 
ness, truth, also seeks to forgive and repair. There 
is nothing sazd about forgiveness, in nature ; it is not 
blazoned on the sky ; but what forgiveness is in the 


Spiritual, repair is in the natural world. ‘* Which 
is easier,"’ said the Master, ‘‘to say, Thy sins are 
forgiven ; or to say, Arise, and walk?’’ <‘*But that 


ye may know,’’ saith God in nature, ‘that there is 
forgiveness of sins, I say unto the sick of the palsy, 
Arise and walk."’ 

We see this play of the divine grace in God's for- 
bearance, the prophecy of his forgiveness. Nature 
is very patient. There may be awful penalties to be 
exacted when the day of grace is gone, but how long 
she holds her hand! No doubt each transgression is 
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registered in the brain-cells, the nerves, and the 
tissues, and adds its snowflake or iceberg weight to 
make what shall be the avalanche that sweeps away 
the life, or the glacier that entombs it. Nevertheless 
the hour that marks the fatal point when retracing of 
steps is impossible, tarries many days. Even habit 
takes a long time to form and fasten, as if nature 
were saying, ‘‘ While it is called to-day, repent.’’ 

More wonderful still is the way God steadily keeps 
at work the preventive influences. Within and with- 
out the body, he has his servants busy to counteract 
the evil and retard the day of fate. The warfare of 
the corpuscles and the microbes repeats on the bodily 
battleground and in the earth-sphere the campaign of 
Michael and his angels against the host of evil, In 
the wholesome excitements of life, in its fresh air and 
sunshine, in the countless influences of good, moral, 
spiritual, physical, he is battling for us, that we may 
not be overcome. Evil bacteria would overrun the 
world in a week, but God’s microscopic champions 
are also in the field. In every sphere it is marvelous 
to see how in one way or another the evil that you 
had expected to see dominant and exultant finds the 
world sterile before it. You cannot see God, per- 
haps, anywhere, but somehow 


* He is most at work, when most invisible.’* 


Prevention, however, most clearly typifies providing 
grace ; it is repair that shows forgiving grace. Ana- 
lyze his ways of working how we will, we discover 
that God is not content to let the infraction of law 
work itself out in an undeflecting mathematical pro- 
cess whose end is physical annihilation. At almost 
every stage he stands by to inject life, so to say. The 
great French surgeon had inscribed over his opera- 
ting-room ; ‘‘I wound, God heals.'’ Slash goes the 
surgeon's knife among the delicate internal organs ; 
he takes a stitch or two if need be, then closes the 
incision, and leaves it. To what? If there were not 
something to leave it to, more than the clumsy hand 
of man can compass amid those delicate cells, there 
would be no help in surgery. To God, who heals! 
This vis medicatrix naturae, the healing power of 
nature ; the physician's and surgeon’s one resource 
is God's incarnate forgiveness ; nothing short of a 
miracle, but repeated so often that we call it natural. 
There is no wound that this unseen living and loving 
force does not seek to close with healthy flesh, no 
disease it does not seek to cure, no pang it does not 
seek to dispel, In the emotional, and in the mental 
world, God is similarly at work, or this world would 
be a prison or a hell. No forgiveness in nature! 
Every hospital denounces it as a slander, every con- 
valescence convicts it, every sleeping chamber, where 
nightly the sweet restorer ‘‘ knits up the ravell'd sleave 
of care,’’ laughs it out of court. 

So wonderfully potent is this reparative force of 
God in nature that it is almost possible to be ‘‘ born 
again,’’ physically. It is indeed possible, and all too 
common, to sin away one’s physical day of grace. 
There are damages one may inflict upon the body 
which are beyond the ordinary physical grace of God 
to remedy. Yet most marvelous cases have been 
known, where a bodily ‘‘right about face,’’ a death to 
the old sinful way of living, a walking in dietetic and 
hygienic ‘‘ newness of life,’’ has brought tone, power, 
soundness to the tissues and added years to the life. 
The man physically might have said with the hymnist, 


** Depth of mercy, can there be 
Mercy still reserved for me?’’ 


And there was, 

It is very true that the process is likely to be slow. 
The evil took long in the making ; it will take long, 
but—here is another instance of God's forgiving grace 
in nature—not so long, in the mending. God is 
speedier in his healing than in his wounding. It is 
with reluctance he sees the prodigal depart into the 
far country ; patiently and persistently he seeks to 
postpone the evil day among the swine ; but ‘ while 
he is a great way off,’’ He sees the returning son, and 
runs and falls on his neck and kisses him. It is very 
true, also, that the healing process is not always pain- 
less, that he must use counter-irritants, the knife as 
well as the balm, and that enforced rests, long im- 
prisonments, weary deprivations and exacting dis- 
ciplines must often be undergone. But these are just 
the remedies the great Healer uses in the spiritual 
realm also. He must wound if he is to make alive, 
shut up if he is to release. 

These curative forces of God, likewise, for their 
best effect, await our own intelligent, obedient, and 
thoroughgoing co-operation. In the physical world 
they are more impersonal than in the spiritual, be- 
cause physical nature itself is impersonal. They 
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work on, along general lines, and one must learn how 
to take advantage of these general trends by adapting 
himself to them. For full physical effect there must 
be tull physical obedience, and he who is ignorant of 
the laws of reparative hygiene will fail to get the 
completeness of God's bodily pardon. But this too 
is measurably true in the world of spirit. ‘First 
things first,’’ and God has already given us in the 
Scriptures spiritually what he is now teaching men 
through the slow advance of medical and other science 
in the so-called ‘‘natural’’ world. 

And, of course, what he is there accomplishing, so 
far, is but a faint image of his wonders in spiritual 
redemption. The healing, the ‘‘new birth"’ of the 
spirit overshadows and outshines the earthly healing 
and regeneration of the body, but neither has yet 
reached its goal, and for himself the Christian looks 
forward to the ‘‘adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
our body,’’ when the physical grace of God shall be 
brought to glorious perfection, and for the general 
scheme of things, he awaits that day when the whole 
creation, which groaneth and travaileth in pain to- 
gether until now, shall share in the liberty of the sons 
of God. 

Meanwhile, his heart may thrill with the thought 
that ‘‘ The Lord our God, the Lord is One’’; that 
what he is in spirit, that he is in nature; and that 
every day, every hour, every second, in every living 
thing, he is proclaiming that his tender mercy and 
compassion are over all his works. The laws of na- 
ture are laws of grace. Our Father's face shines 
through them all. 
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A Witch-Doctor’s Heroism 


It is to the foreign missionary field that one must 
turn for that type of personal heroism and uncompro- 
mising courage that marked the early Christian 
church. Not often does one see such a letter as it is 
the privilege of The Sunday School Times to give its 
readers this week. : The President of the Foreign Chris- 
tian Missionary Society, of Cincinnati, Ohio, writes 
to the Editor, in forwarding the letter, as follows : 


I am sending you, by request, a copy of a letter, written by 
an African in this. country to Dt. and Mrs. Dye, missionaries 
at Bolenge, Africa. Dr. and Mrs. Dye are now in this coun- 
try. ‘hey were on the Pacific Coast when this letter was 
written. 

Mark Nijoji, the: writer, is the son of the greatest witch- 
doctor of the Bolenge section, Congo-land. He received the 
charms and fetiches and secrets of witchcraft, as well as nu- 
merous wives and slaves, from his father and older brother. 
He became a Christian and turned his back upon all of these. 
He is now an evangelist of the stony Church, and is here 
in America with Dr, and Mrs. Dye helping in further transla- 
tions. While Dr. and Mrs. Dye are on the Coast, he is in 
Battle Creek, Michigan, studying English and learning the 
printing business. -A number of those who heard this letter 
read expressed a desire that every boy and girl in America 
might read it. 


The converted witch-doctor’s letter tells its own 
story. Here it is: 


To THE MOTHER AND FATHER OF OKUKI 
(DR. AND MRS. DYE.) 


I inquire of you both, are you still there, are you 
being strengthened in telling the story of the Lord? Listen to 
seeiher story from me which is on this wise: A certain white 
man, who has been at Stanley Falls (a traveler and lecturer), 
called me, saying, ‘‘I am describing to people the manner of 
the wiich-doctor and I would like for you to dance and | will 
talk."" He measured the costume of the witch-doctor to me, 
saying, ‘* You will take off your clothes, as a witch-doctor does 
not dance in clothes."" He besought me, beseeching and be- 
seeching. I said, ‘‘No, that can never again be fitting for 
me."" fie besought me for two or three days, but I did not 
consent. Some other — came, saying, ‘‘ Why do you re- 
fuse ?"' I answered them, saying, ‘‘What was the day on 
which John the Baptist was killed? Was it not that on which 
Herod gathered a company together and a girl danced for 
them? Was not John killed on that wise? ancing is not 
fitting for a Christian at all.'" Some agreed, while others 
said, ‘‘ ‘his can not be compared to that, you only show peo- 
ple who do not know the manner of the witch-doctor.”’ I 
said, ‘‘I.did not come here as a witch-doctor, I came by the 
words of the Father who liveth in Heaven: if as a witch- 
doctor I would never have reached this country.’’ Some 
said, ‘‘He will pay you.’’ I said, ‘‘No man is saved by 
money."’ They tried me and tried me but I did not consent. 
There is nothing else which has surprised me as this, even this 
**come and dance for us.”’ 

Your people seek to tear me to pieces (his faith), but I can- 
not be torn to pieces, my house is not built on the sand, but it 
is on the rock. Even though all things befall me, I shall not 
be anxiously troubled, the Master is with me, I shall do noth- 
ing unfitting. I only pray Father that my faith be sufficient 
for all things. 

For a week and a half I have rejoiced, for I have a com- 
panionship with some white and black brethren (from Kimber- 
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lin Heights, Tenn.). May God watch between me and you 
until we see each other face to face in. 


Your child who loves you both, 
MARK Njoji. 

There is loyalty and heroism of a sort that makes 
the ordinary Americanized Christianity look weak and 
thin. It took courage and conviction of a high order 
to decline, as a new convert in a Christian country, 
to do what the people of the ‘superior race’’ in 
established Christendom urged was ‘all right.’’ 
The fact that there might have been no intrinsic sin 
in an exhibition of heathen practises made only for the 
purpose of arousing people to a sense of the needs of 
the Dark Continent has nothing to do with it. This 
man believed it would be wrong for him, having put 
his hand to the plow, to turn back for an instant to 
the old sinful practises that Christ had called upon 
him to abandon. The white persons who saw this, 
and who tried to break down his newly born scruples, 
need to ponder certain words of our Lord to the effect 
that ‘‘ whoso shall cause one of these little ones that 
believe on me to stumble, it is profitable for him that 
a great millstone should be hanged about his neck, and 
that he should be sunk in the depth of the sea."’ 


x 
Should We Pray for Rain ? 


It is well to have our prayer-petitions put to the 
test of a searching scrutiny, to see whether they are 
such petitions as we have any right to make. Such a 
letter as the following, from a Virginia reader, may 
well set one to thinking : 


Should we pray for rain? In certain communities prayer- 


_meetings have been held specially for rain. Of course, we can 


see that the crops need rain, but there is no evidence of starva- 
tion. The only motive that can be seen is that the crops may 
be as good as usual for the farmers’ comfort and pleasure,— 
and not one dollar more will they add to their tithings. 

He taught us to say ‘‘Give us this day our daily bread,'’ 
but not ‘* Give us to-day the assurance of our yearly supply.’’ 

This seems as mockery, and some one remarked it was a 
good way to make infidels. Matthew 6 : 25-34, it appears te 
me, plainly teaches us in what state of mind we should be: 
**Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.... 
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

We should ask only for those things that we will use to 
glorify God, and things necessary to sustain life. God has 
promised us all necessary things, and it is our duty to ask and 

ive thanks for them ; but he has not promised a surplus, nor 
ave we a right to ask for it, unless we use it to advance his 
ae. No prayer should be from a selfish motive. 

Please tell us when farmers should pray for rain. 


Farmers may pray for rain and expect a blessing on 
their prayer when they can do so in Christ's name. 
That is the one sure guarantee of acceptable prayer. 
‘«Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do,” 
promised our Lord. But to pray in Christ's name 
does not mean simply-to speak his name as we pray. 
‘*Name”’ in the Bible means person, being, identity, 
—something vastly deeper than the mere label-sig- 
nificance that it has with us. To pray in Christ's 


‘name requires that we first become so absolutely one 


with Christ that his will, his spirit, his purposes, his 
desires, are ours, and that we offer our prayer with 
the unspoken pledge to God: ‘‘I believe this for 
which I ask is Christ's will for me ; if it is not, I ask 
thee not to grant it.’” Such a prayer for rain is sure 
to be blessed, either in the granting or withholding of 
that which is asked for. 

But Christ never told us to take no thought for the 
morrow. The Revision gives the correct meaning of 
the passage mentioned, when it reads : ‘‘ Be not anx- 
ious for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. 
... Be not therefore anxious for the morrow."’ 
Anxious worry has no place in the life of any follower 
of Christ. Careful, prayerful forethought is a daily 


duty. 
pe 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father, thou source and sum of life and 
health, of truth and comfort : we come to thee for heal- 
ing. Even in nature around us we hear thy voice and 

feel thy gracious hand. ‘lhy sunshine warms us. ‘Thy winds 
lull us to rest. ‘The flowers bloom for us with thy beauty. 
After the toils and sorrows of the day, thy starry night brings 
us repose and refreshment. ... But it is to thy higher minis- 
tries, revealed in Jesus Christ and in thy written Word, that we 
bring our deeper needs. We bring our stricken hearts to thee, 
O thou Great Physician. Comfort the sorrowing. Drive away 
our gloom. Impart courage to the faint-hearted. Heal the 
sick. Bring thy companionship to the lonely. Grant guidance 
to the perplexed. Console the bereaved. Uphold an: 
strengthen those who are bowed down under the heavy bur- 
dens of life. Above all, cure our distempered nature. Bring 
peace to the smitten conscience. Give light to darkened 


minds. Banish all sin and folly from ¢ur thoughts, from our 
feelings, from our behavior.... Fill us with thyself, Lerd 
Jesus. Be thou not only our most intimate companion, but 


our very life. 
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L.ESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 13 (1 Sam. 2: 1-7; 5: 1-5): 








The Mighty Task That Confronts Us 


By President William Douglas Mackenzie, D.D., LL.D. 








HEN, about forty years ago, there was formed the 
plan of having one Bible lesson each Sunday 
for the whole school, when the plan grew to in- 

clude all denominations, and when the call for such a 
scheme came from over the seas in all directions, and 
the plan came to mean an identical lesson in the Bible 


- for all the classes in each school, for all the denomina- 


tions in evangelical Christendom, and for all the lan- 
guages in the world in which Sunday-school work is 
being carried on, a new era had opened, quietly and 
insensibly. As we look back over the whole move- 
ment and its issues, we can now appreciate the enor- 
mous significance of the idea. 

It was inevitable, of course, that the uniform lesson 
system should be subjected to very close scrutiny, and 
that its central idea should come under frank and 
fearless criticism. I need not dwell upon those criti- 
cisms in detail. A number of years ago the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association accepted some of 
these and acted upon them. For example, it was found 
that, on a very large number of Sundays in each year, 
the lesson was ill adapted to the needs of the youngest 
children in the school. Here it was that the pressure 
of criticism was first felt most deeply, and here it was 
that this Association took the first step in the new direc- 
tion with which we are concerned to-day. It resolved 
to create what is known as the Beginners’ Department. 
it is not too much to say that the lessons which have 
been sent out for this department have had an im- 
measurable influence in that wonderful development 
of the primary work which has spread all over this 
country, and has now invaded Great Britain. 

But three years ago, in the Convention at Toronto, 
it was decided that another step must be taken. The 
Association at that time instructed its Lesson Com- 


amittee to prepare a series of. lessons for advanced 
’ classes. 


It had become clear that when young men 
and young women are entering upon maturity of 
thought and life, they must face many problems in 
the study of the Bible and in the maintenance of 
their Christian faith which could not possibly arise in 
the earlier stages of their life. It was also obvious 
that their needs could not be met without something 
more systematic in the way of Bible study than the 
uniform lesson made possible. 

But your Committee has found one immense ob- 
stacle in its way, preventing it from carrying out the 
task which you laid upon it. Any scheme of lessons 
which is provided for advanced student¥ must be 
based upon an implied and preceding development 
of knowledge. It must be the flowering of a plant 
which has grown for years. Hence it has been found 
practically impossible to draw up such a course while 
no preparation for it has been pictured and no direc- 
tion of thought has been suggested during the educa- 
tional methods of the preceding years. 


The Question that Louisville Decided 

It is quite evident that, as an Association, we have 
come to the hour of decision. The question before 
us is one of the most important in the whole history 
of the Sunday-school movement, and it may be bluntly 
but definitely stated in the simple question, Shall we 
remain deaf to these demands made by many of the 
warmest friends and the most intelligent leaders of 
Sunday-school work through the world ? 

The question which I have put before you has been 
pressing not merely upon the Lesson Committee, but 
upon the “Executive Committee and all the leading 
officers and secretaries. of this Association. It was, 
therefore, in the discharge of his onerous and most 
important duties as Chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee that Mr. W. N. Hartshorn of Boston sum- 
moned a conference at his own home in that city, 
which has been known since as the Boston Conference. 
It was held on January 2, 1908. It consisted of 
representatives from the following bodies, namely, 
the Executive Committee of the International Sunday 
School Association, the Lesson Committee, the pub- 
lishers for the various denominations in fellowship 
with the Association, the editors and writers of lesson 
helps in the employ of these publishers, besides 
various ofher officers and secretaries of this Associa- 
tion. Altogether there were nearly fifty in attend- 
ance. The subject before that conference was simply 
and solely that which has been raised by criticism of 
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It is now well known that the International 
Sunday School Convention at Louisville last 
June unanimously instructed the Lesson Com- 
mittee to prepare a completely graded course 
of Sunday-school lessons, while continuing and 
developing to its utmost the uniform lesson sys- 
tem. The masterly convention address of a 
member of the Lesson Committee, Dr. Mac- 
kenzie, was influential in securing this highly . 
significant action. Inasmuch as Dr. Macken- 
zie’s address is a forecasting of what lies ahead 
for years to come, as well as an argument for 
what was done at Louisville, it is, somewhat 
condensed, now given to the readers of the 
Times as a message of inspiration and a nota- 
ble summons to progress. 





the uniform lesson system, and the discussion was 
full of energy, earnestness, frankness, and vitality. 
After two days of closest study and freest discussion, 
the following resolution was adopted : 


_ It is the conviction of this Conference ; | 

1, That the system of a general lésson’ “for the whole 
school, ‘which has “been in successful’ ue for thirty-five 
years, is still the most practical.and effective system for the 
great majority of the Sutday-schoels of North America. 
Because of its past accomplishments, its present usefulness 
and its future possibilities, we recommend its continuance 
and its fullest. development. 

2. That.the. need for a graded system of lessons is ex- 
pressed by so many Sunday-schools and workers that it 
should be adequately met by the International Sunday 
School Association, and that the Lesson Committee should 
be instructed by the next International Convention to con- 
tinue the preparation of a thoroughly graded course cover- 
ing the entire range of the Sunday-school. 


It is my duty to point out to you as clearly as pos- 
sible the significance of these recommendations. In 
the first place, this Conference does not recommend 
the abolition of the uniforni lesson system. It is my 
conviction that you cannot find one’ man throughout 
the country who possesses any knowledge of the 
facts, and who would for a:‘moment propose that this 
Association abandon that ‘system. Even by those 
who are most severe in their criticism of the system it 
is freely admitted that there are tens of thousands of 
centers in America and all over the world where a 
graded system of Sunday-school education is at present 
utterly impossible. It will be impossible for years in 
some parts of the world, and it may be for genera- 
tions ; hence it is the firm conviction of all who con- 
sider the matter with a sense of personal responsibility, 
and with a wide outlock, that the uniform lesson sys- 
tem must be maintained with all the old devotion and 
vigor ; that it must be developed year by year in the 
future as in the past, more perfectly to meet its own 
ideas. This I cannot make too clear or emphatic. 

But, in the second place, what is proposed by the 
Beston Conference is that the Association deliberately, 
intelligently, and even enthusiastically decide to pro- 
vide an International system of graded lessons. These 
it is proposed that your Committee should publish 
exactly as they publish the uniform lesson system, 
giving them to the whole world, leaving each church 
and each school to decide for itself which system is 
best adapted to its own resources and circumstances. 

The ideal of the graded system which that Conference 
recommends is that a series of lessons should be 
drawn up which, beginning with the little children, 
carries the pupil through each year into a deeper 
study of the whole wealth of the Bible, the whole 
meaning and power of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The idea which lies behind the whole method is that 
of adapting Bible teaching to the needs of the pupil. 

Every intelligent parent does thisinstinctively. Every 
Sunday-school teacher does it instinctively, even in 
the use of the uniform lesson. But these do it par- 
tially as well as instinctively. They have not had the 
training or the experience, as a rule, which will en- 
able them to carry out the task of adaptation to per- 
fection. That which is proposed is that a system of 
lessons should be published which shall enable both 
parents and teachers to undertake, systematically and 
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thoroughly, what they all strive to do instinctively and 
partially, The aim of the whole work is, of course, 
to form habits of Bible study, to convey to the open- 
ing mind and spirit the full meaning and force of 
God's self-revelation and his redemption of the world 
in Jesus Christ. The aim is so to mold character and 
intelligence and faith that when the pupil of any 
school reaches maturity he shall have in his heart the 
love of righteousness, the love of God, faith in the 
Redeemer, and faith even in his own place in the world, 
an inspiring conception both of what God is to him 
and of what he may be to the service of God in his life. 
It would be, of course, foolish to imagine that any 
committee in the world can immediately publish an 
ideal scheme of lessons. We cannot exaggerate the 
difficulty and the greatness of the task. So many 
men of great experience and learning and insight 
have attempted it and failed, that he would be rash 
indeed who should hand over this great work to any 
one man. There is not even any private group of 
people who can do this thing in a final form. Like 
all great educational schemes, it must become subject 
to the law of growth. The very moods of each gener- 
ation change even as its knowledge enlarges, and 
from one decade to another we must expect that the 
forms and much of the substance of even the best 
system of graded Sunday-school lessons will change. 
The question before us to-day is whether the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association is ready to seize 
one of the most magnificent opportunities and under- 
take one of the most inspiring tasks which the modern 
life of the Church presents. This Association can 
make its Committee a clearing-house of world-wide 
experience in this field. It can retain for this Asso- 
ciation the leadership in Sunday-school education. 


The Real Work of the Committee 

This will mean, no doubt, that the Committee 
should adopt new methods for doing its work, and no 
one at present is able to say definitely and authori- 
tatively what those methods ought to be. But the 
Association may, I believe, ‘with great confidence 
believe that its Committee, if this task is laid upon 
it, will give to it an attention at once intense, sympa- 
thetic and broad-minded. What we need is some 
statesmanlike grasp of the problem, not merely in its 
internal intricacy as an educational scheme, but in 
its world-wide significance. The Committee must 
not merely ask itself how this or that year is to be 
treated, nor how this or that portion of Scripture or 
phase of revelation is to be taught. The Committee's 
real work is to discover the method by which the best 
scheme can be constructed, and the method by which 
it can be, from one period to another, subjected to 
those changes which -the wisest criticism and the 
largest experience have made imperative. 

It may be that a graded system of religious educa- 
tion cannot be discovered. which is adapted to all 
nations or races, It may be that uniformity is not 
possible when we attempt to present Bible instruction 
in Germany, in England, in India, in South Africa, 
respectively. But this, too, is a phase of the problem 
which must come under the cognizance and judgment 
of your Committee. If you adopt this recommenda- 
tion of the Boston Conference, you are laying upon 
that Committee a work which is not simply a work of 
experts in constructing a system of education, but of 
experts in discovering experts, of experts in the larger 
work of co-ordinating the judgments of many men 
providing for the co-operation of the leaders in 
many lands. 

If this plan is adopted, then the International Sun- 
day School Association will, I believe, maintain its 
position at the head of the developing Sunday-school 
education of the world. It is of immense importance, 
not for the Association as such,—which would be a 
futile and foolish ambition,—but for the Church of 
Jesus Christ, that this unity should be maintained, 
that at this point in its work for the world all the de- 
nominations should hold together as closely as pos- 
sible, that here at the door of the child’s heart, and 
bidding the youth Godspeed as he enters upon the 
fulness of a man's life, all the denominations should 
stand together, and the prayer of Christ be answered 
that they may be one. 

HARTFORD, CONN, 
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| A Friend at the Threshold 


By Alice M. Guernsey 





** An arm of aid to the weak, 
A friendly hand to the friendless, 
Kind words, so swift to speak, 
But whose echo is endless, 
The world is wide, these things are small ; 
They may be nothing, but they are all,’’ 


NE who stands at the extreme southern 
end of Battery Park, New York City, 
and looks toward the south, seems to 
himself to be looking around the world. 
The force of the waves is broken, to be 
sure, by the clustering islands, but yet 

they are a part of the long ocean swells out yonder, — 

the swells that toss like playthings the floating palaces 
that ride so proudly in the harbor, © 

But the world that is not to our manner born is not 
all across the sea. It has come to our door, it enters 
in ocean steamships from every European port, in 
sailing-vessels redolent with the spices of tropical 
lands. Turks and Norwegians, swarthy Russian 
Jews and stately Algerians, rosy-cheeked lasses who 
have not yet lost the fresh glow they brought from old 
Ireland or bonnie Scotland,—all are here. And, for 
weal or for wo, their friends and kinsmen will come in 
increasing numbers through the years to follow. What 
shall we do with them ? 

It is fitting that a woman's form, bearing the signal- 
light of liberty, should sentinel the gateway to the 
land of the new hope; for to many a storm-tossed 
immigrant, ill in body and mind and soul, the touch 
ef a woman's hand or the eheer of a woman’s voice 
brings the first welcome on this side of the water. In 
saying this, one does not criticise the immigration 
officials. On the contrary,—and I am very glad to 
bear this testimony,—their patience and kindliness, 
and evident appreciation of the circumstances and 
condition of those who seek admission at our door, 
are a source of perpetual surprise and admiration. 
Time and again I have visited the immigrant station 
on Ellis Island (New York harbor), and have never 
failed to be, because of the visit, more proud of my 
country and more impressed with the care taken for 
the careless, the help rendered to the friendless. But 
it still remains true—and no one is quicker to recog- 
nize it than the responsible officials of the Board of 
Immigration—that without the aid of the missionaries 
at this station their work would be crippled. It is 
no less certain now than in the days of Paul that the 
law hath ‘‘ made nothing perfect.”’ 

The American Tract Society, the Woman's Chris- 
tian Temperance Union, and a number of church 
organizations, have regular missionaries on the 
island. Of these Miss Alma E. Mathews, the repre- 
sentative of the Woman’s Home Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is a veteran in 
the service, having been in the work for almost a 
score of years. To occupy a position between the 
officials and the immigrants on one side and the so- 
ciety supporting the work on the other is not the 
easiest thing in the world. To do so in a way that 
commands the respect and confidence of the officials, 
the grateful thanks of the immigrants, and the abound- 
ing love and faith of the Woman's Home Missionary 
Society, is to win a place of which any woman might 
well be prc ad. 

In addition to the direct work on the island, Miss 
Mathews has the privilege of saving many an inno- 
cent but ignorant girl, and of bringing courage and 
cheer to many an unfortunate woman, through the 
Immigrant Girls’ Home, under the charge of the 
society she represents. The large and convenient 
house occupied for this purpose is situated about a 
block from the landing of the Ellis Island boat. 
During the year preceding its last report,—June 
1907-1908, —nearly eight hundred women and girls, of 
fourteen different nationalities, were cared for under 
its hospitable roof. A large proportion of these ex- 
pected to meet friends when they landed, and one 
shrinks from imagining the results of their disap- 
pointment had not this shelter been open for them. 

I wish I might make you to know this staunch, 
true woman, too sure of the right to be frightened by 
difficulties, too clear-headed to be deceived or cajoled, 
too steadfast to be turned aside one step from the 
straightforward path of duty. The daily record of her 
work furnishes many a text for a ‘‘ preachment,"’ or 

theme for a romance, though written with no thought 
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of its passing into type. One must know the long 
corridors of the immigrant station, the many flights 
of stairs and the wearisome retracing and crossing of 
one’s steps, fully to appreciate this story : 

‘‘I feel so happy that I was able to get a family 
discharged, They came from South Africa, and be- 
longed to a Lendon city mission. The old man was 
suspicious, and would not answer the questions of the 
clerk, so they were detained for ‘special inquiry.’ 
That meant they must stay on the island all night, 
though their son and daughter were waiting for them. 
I got the right of the story, and went before the com- 
missioner with it. After quite a little running around 
and a good deal of talking, they were allowed to go. 
I never saw a family so thankful. They all left me 
rejoicing, and my heart was glad, too.’’ 

Something of the variety of ministries which fall 
to the lot of missionaries on Ellis Island is indicated 
in the following quotations from the same record : 

‘*A heavy day. Nearly three thousand people 
landed. Went back after supper, and was there until 
between eight and nine. Carried water for the people 
to drink.’’ 

‘* Helped get a trunk through the custom-house.”’ 

‘* Found some South African boys who came over 
here to study for missionaries. Went to our Book 
Concern, to the Bible House, and the African Meth- 
odist Episcopal Book Concern before I could arrange 
for them.’’ All this. involved a journey of several 
miles up and down the city. 

‘*A Jewish family landed yesterday, and in the 
confusion the daughter was lost. I went with the 
mother to the chief clerk, and we found the girl. 
The weather was most trying [it'was July], but the 
mother would insist on hugging me!" 

‘*Had a five-year-old Polish boy washed and 
dressed. His uncle and brother kissed my hands.”’ 

‘¢On the jump every minute,’’ she writes of an- 
other day. ‘‘ Brought sixteen girls. to the Home.’’ 
This is not always a simple task. One night, starting 
from the boat with a group of girls, a man attempted 
to claim and take one of them from her. ‘‘ We had 
quite a time,’’ she says. ‘* Finally, I got her back 
into the office, and the official there said he would 
take her over himself. The man continued to make 
trouble, and at last he, with another who was with 
him, was arrested. The next day they were fined 
ten dollars each for interfering with a missionary.”’ 

Blue coats and brass buttons do not intimidate the 
dauntless worker. ‘‘I went to the station-house,’’ 
runs one entry in the diary, ‘‘to enter complaint 
against a policeman for ill-treating a man, Had to 
go to the Tombs and leave my name as a witness.”’ 

The faithful watch-care given to the girls in the 
Home continues after they leave for work or for homes 
of their own, One day ‘‘two women called at the 
home who landed eight years ago. Each gave me a 
dollar for the work, saying they could never forget 
what the Home was to them when they landed, 
strangers and alone.’’ ‘There are frequent entries 
like this: ‘‘ Went with one of the girls to find her 
friends in Brooklyn. Had an incorrect address, and 
it meant much walking and stair-climbing.’’ 

Some of these girls are puzzling cases for the 
authorities. Take these, for instance : 

‘*Two girls whose home was broken up by the 
death of their mother four months ago, came over 
here to an uncle, but he declines to be responsible 
for them. The commissioner feels that it is not right 
to land them under such conditions.’ 

‘*A young girl met the young man she had come 
to marry, and I went with the couple to the Finnish 
Mission, and stayed until they were married. It was 
rather tiresome, as I could not understand a word."’ 

‘«Girl came to meet her lover, but he did not ap- 
pear, and no word came for two or three days. At 
last he sent word that he would come the next day, 
but instead of the lover came word for her to go to 
him. We sent back word that he must come here. 
Then word came from the chief of police in the town 
where the lover was that it was all right, and the two 
would be married as soon as the girl got there, so she 
was discharged."’ 

‘* Found two young girls in the ‘ pen’ [the deten- 
tion-room for special inquiry cases]. They expected 
their aunt to meet them at the dock. She lives in 
Asheville, North Carolina, and had written that if she 





could not meet them a friend would. The friend's 
name was , and he had light hair and gold fillings 
in his teeth! The girls did not have his address, and 
as no gentlemen answering his description made his 
appearance, I took them to the Home and sent a tele- 
gram to the aunt."’ 

The detention rooms are not pleasant places to 
visit, their occupants being usually the lowest class of 
immigrants, most of them belonging to those forbid- 
den by law to land here. But dirt and rags and ill- 
odors, to say nothing of other disagreeable things, do 
not deter the true servant of the Master when there is 
work to be done for him. ‘I met an old lady from 
Belgium in the detention-pen,'’ writes Miss Mathews 
one night. ‘I could not talk to her, but she knew | 
was her friend."’ 

‘« Went to the detention-pen with flowers. When 
I put the dish on the table, the men crowded around, 
and soon each of them had a flower. The gate-man 
tried to make them leave the flowers in the dish, but 
I said, ‘Let them alone. The flowers are theirs.’ 
The poor fellows did enjoy them so much."’ 

‘Bought apples for a family of children whose 
mother had been taken to the hospital. Poor things ! 
How mysterious the ways of this new country must 
seem to them, with their mother taken away, and 
they with little knowledge of where or why.’’ Later 
she writes, ‘‘ Took the family of children out for a 
walk ; gave them some candy and took them to the 
aquarium.”" 

One day she goes ‘‘to the hospital to inquire for 
the husband of a poor woman, an Arab,'’ and another 
time she ‘‘calls at eight homes for sailors to try to 
find a woman's husband,"’ or entertains visitors who 
are anxious to see the work. These are most welcome 
for the work's sake, though ‘‘ it is harder than attend- 
ing to the immigrants.”’ 

Strange and puzzling, indeed, the ways of this new 
country must seem to the ignorant foreigner to whom 
the English language is an unknown tongue. One of 
these was ‘‘a poor woman who saw her husband on 
the dock as the boat came to the landing. But no 
one hunted him up, and she could not understand 
why he did not come for her. The telegraph operator 
had taken twenty-five cents of her money, and I made 
him give it back. I told him: ‘You have no right 
to take these poor people's money till you see if their 
friends are here.’ Of course he did not like to do it.’’ 

The physical needs seem overwhelming, and much 
attention must needs be given to these. The record 
reports one day spent in ‘‘ attending to reading-matter 
and clothing that has been sent. A tiresome job, 
but I am thankful for everything. It is such a help in 
the work.’’ But now and then there is a chance for 
direct spiritual help. One day a young man was 
found who had ‘‘ been a local preacher, but had got- 
ten away from God. He promised to pray, and I am 
going to pray for him.’’ 

The expressions of gratitude are often somewhat 
embarrassing, as already suggested. Here is another 
case in point : 

‘*Found an Arab woman in trouble. She was 
afraid they would take too much of her money from 
her. I found some one to talk with her, and then 
assured her that I would see her off safely. She 
kissed my hand again and again, then she took me to 
where her daughter was sitting. They talked to- 
gether, and then the girl kissed me. I bought their 
tickets to Philadelphia, gave her back the change, 
bought them some lunch, and the woman opened. a 
large bag, put in her two hands, and brought them 
out full of raisins. I took them and it pleased them 
so much. These poor Arabs know when they are 
treated kindly.’’ 

The quotations might be continued much farther, 
but they would still narrate only varying forms of the 
same loving sérvice that the Master set forth when 
he washed the disciples’ feet, taught the woman at 
the well, or stooped to gather little children into his 
blessed arms. Two brief sentences will summarize 
the spirit of this faithful worker and of others like her. 
Of herself she writes: ‘I love the work. I have 
never once felt tired of it, though often weary in it."’ 
Puzzled over an official ruling, she says: ‘‘ There is 
something wrong somewhere, and it ought to be righted, 
and if I can do anything towards it I am going to do it."* 

East OrRancE, N. J. 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 13 (2Sam. 2:1-7;5:15))} THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





LESSON Il. SEPTEMBER 13. DAVID MADE KING OVER JUDAH AND ISRAEL 


(Read 2 Sam. 2-5.) Commit 2 Samuel 5: 4,5 
Golden Text: And David waxed greater and greater; for Jehovah, the God of hosts, was with him.—2 Samud/ § : 10. 


2 Samuel 2: 1-7; 5: 1-5. 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


N AMERICAN public life to-day, there are two 
| kinds of men that get into positions of leadership. 
One is the professional politician, who makes it 
his aim and his business to secure and to hold a de- 
sirable place for himself. The other is the man who 
is never thought of as a politician, and who is not 
one, but who makes it his aim and his business to do 
his simple duty, wherever he is, extraordinarily well. 
He, to his surprise, sometimes finds himself in a 
lace of t prominence and leadership. Governor 
ughes of New York seems to be a man of that sort, 
never having sought, cared for, or even thought 
about, public office for himself before the people of 
his state insisted on making him their governor. 
Which of these two kinds of men in public life to- 
day is in the majority? (Itis the self-seeking kind, 
undoubtedly and unfortunately; but let the class 
work it out for themselves. ) ich is in the minor- 
ity? If you were ever to be mayor, or governor, or 
president, by which method would you rather ‘get 
there”: because you wanted it, or because the people 
wanted you? So you don’t consider that the major- 
ity choose the des¢ wayin this thing? No; and they 
don’t in many other things, either. Majorities are 
usually wrong; it is safer to be in the minority on 
most matters of principle. But remember that a man 
can get to the top, even in public life, while he re- 
mains in the minority of those who believe in simply 
doing their duty. 


Teaching the Lesson 


David is king now; in the dozen verses given as 
our lesson we learn that first the southern part, and 
then the great northern part, of God’s people in 
Canaan, accepted him as their ruler. ose few 
verses-don’t tell us much else, and what we want to 
know is how he became king,—whether by the major- 
ity plan, or by the minority plan. So we shall have 
to draw on a deal more than these few verses. 

The teacher’s preparation for this lesson, to carry 
it on after such an introduction as the above, must 
be a careful reading of chapters two to five, inclusive, 
of 2Samuel.: You must be able to show, from David’s 
every act from the time of Saul’s death until his final 
coronation, that he was chiefly concerned in knowing 
and doing God’s will, not in seeking or securing the 
kingdom for himself. To be sure, David could not 
help believing, by this time, that God probably in- 
tended hirn to be king; but he evidently proposed to 
let God both take the initiattve and complete the 
matter, without any forcing or urging off David's 
part. So the following facts are clearly brought out: 


The deaths of Saul and the crown prince Jonathan—open- 
ing the way to the kingdom—brought David only genuine 
and deep grief (2 Sam. I : 17-27). 

The alleged slayer of Saul, thinking to help David into the 
kingdom, was promptly executed by David (2 Sam. 1 : 1-16). 

David consulted God before taking any further move 
(2:1). 

Judah made David king without any assumption of the 
throne by David (2 : 4). 

David signally honored those who had been loyal to the 
dead king (2: 5-7). 

When Saul’s son Ishbosheth was put on the throne of 
the northern tribes, David did not challenge this, but Ish- 
bosheth’s captain Abner opened hostilities against David’s 
men, which inevitably continued for years (2 : 12 to 3 : 1). 

The first move to bring all Israel under David came from 
their representative Abner, not from David (3 : 12-21). 

The treachery of David’s officer, Joab, against Abner, 
was repudiated and bitterly regretted by David (3 : 22-39). 

Ishbosheth finally lost his life through the treachery of 
his own men ; but when they reported to David, thinking 
to please him by thus clearing the way for him to the 
northern throne; he promptly executed them (4 : 1-12). 

Even with their king dead, David made no move toward 
taking the throne, but the northern tribes came to him and 
besought him to reign over them (5 : 1-5). 


These facts may be told by the teacher, or read 
aloud, when called for, by pupils to whom the differ- 
ent Bible sections have been assigned on slips of 
paper. As the proof of David's ancdiishness is being 
produced, such points as the following may be made: 


Obedience is kingliness (Howard, throughout). 

** Prince over Israel’’ showed that the real king was 
God (Beecher, on § : 1-3). 

How the kingdom was earned (Gordon, 1). 

David referred everything to God (Gordon, 2, 3 ; Ridg- 
way, 1; Sangster, 2). 

What is the sense in having a ‘‘trainer’’ unless one 
obeys him implicitly? (Foster, 5-7.) 





1 And it came to after this, that David uired of 
Jehovah, saying, Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah? 
And Jehovah said unto him, Goup. And David said, ither 
shall I go up? And he said, Unto Hebron. 2 So David went 
up thither, and his two wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, 


and Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. 3 And his men 
that were with him did David bring up, e man with his 
household : and they dwelt in the cities of Hebron. 4 And 


the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king 
over the house of Judah. 

And they told David, saying, The men of Jabesh-gilead were 
they that buried Saul. 5 David sent messengers unto the 
men of J abesh-gilead, and said unto them, Blessed be ye of 
Jehovah, that ye have showed this kindness unto your lord, 
even unto Saul, and have buried him. 6 And now,Jehovah 
show lovingkindness and truth unto you: and I also will re- 
— you this kindness, because ye have done this thing. 7 

ow therefore let your hands be strong, and be ye valiant ; for 
Saul your lord is dead, and also the house of Judah have 
anointed me king over them. 


5:1 Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto He- 
bron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy 
flesh. 2 In times past, when Saul was king over us, it was 
thou that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and Jehovah 
said to thee, Thou shalt be of my geople Israel, and 
thou shalt be ! prince over Israel. ace the elders of Israel 
came to the king to Hebron ; and king David made a cove- 
nant with them in Hebron before Jehovah : and they anointed 
David king over Israel. 4 David was thirty years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5 In Hebron 
he reigned over Judah seven years and six months; and in 
\ea: . em he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and 

udah. 








4 Or, leader 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 

Lf He leads we cannot be alone. 

The truly kind never lack for kin. 

The great heart never has room for enmity. 

You cannot work for God without waiting on God. 

He always wastes time who cannot wait God's 
time. 

A capacity to admire ts evidence of some right to 
be admired. 

Great joys are the right of those whocan bury 
their wrongs. 

Sympathy with the hearts of men always streng th- 
ens their hands. 

It's a great thing to do the right, but still greater 
to do it in the right way. 

The tactful man is simply the one who feels the 
yong of men and not the one who tries to fool their 
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Seven striking illustrations of David’s secrets of success, 
in the Round Table : (1) The fear that made him great ; 
(2) he was never alone ; (3) he did not dictate to God, 
but let God dictate to him ; (4) his purpose was as resist- 
less as the river’s ; (5) the Master had the key to his life ; 
(6) when God said ‘‘go,’’ he went ; (7) his record met the 
test. 

A fine historical view of the events leading up to the 
welding of the nation into a compact people, in President 
Sanders’ Section I. 

If the question of David’s sins comes up, Mr. Gordon 
shows plainly what God did not approve of in him, and 
what his strong points were (fourth to eighth paragraphs). 

Genuine goodness is the best diplomacy (Gordon, 9; 
recall Secretary Hay’s record as in diplomacy). 
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Difficult Points Explained 
» By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


a eet then the capital of the tribe af 
udah. 
’ Time.—David's reign of forty and one-half 
years is commonly spoken of as forty years. By the 
ordinary Bible usage it was forty-one years, and this 
fact is important. With some room for difference of 
jemes. the time data should probably be arranged 
as follows. The odd half year was at the beginning 
of David’s reign in Hebron. For purposes of dating, 
that year might either be designated the first year of 
David, or the fortieth year of Saul. For five and a 
half years—that is, from David's first year to his 
sixth it was an unsettled question whether the re- 
maining tribes would accept him as king, or would 
make someother arrangement, They decided against 
him, and Ishbosheth became king for two years 
(2 Sam. 2: 10),—that is, the seventh year of David 
and part of his eighth year. Perhaps in the third or 
fourth month of the eighth year, counted vernally, in 
the time when the wheat tribute was being brought 
in (2 Sam. 4: 6), Ishbosheth was murdered. Then 
after more negotiations David was made king of all 
Israel, his reign being counted from the following 
new year. Count the first te over Judah as 1063 
B.C., and the first year over Israel as 1055 B.C, (1012 
and 1004 B.C. Assyrian). 

Persons.—David, his family and his men, the men 
of Judah, of Israel, of Jabesh-gilead. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verses 1-4a.—Jlnguired of Jehovah: Probably 
through Abiathar the priest (see 1 Sam. 22 : 20ff.). 
—Every man with his household: When you are 
ready to stigmatize David's men as ‘‘ brigands,” re- 
member that they were men with families, and that 
many of them were of the most respectable of the 
citizens of Israel.—7hey anointed David: Prelimi- 
nary negotiations had doubtless been in progress 
from the time of the death of Saul (1 Sam. 30: 26-31), 
and the anointing was not many weeks after Saul’s 
death. It could hardly have been done without the 
consent of the Philistines. David was a vassal of 
Achish (1 Sam. 27 ff.), and as king of Judah doubt- 
less remained a vassal. 

Verses 4b-7.—And they told David, saying, The 
men of Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul,...: This 
translation and punctuation indicate the true mean- 
ing. A representation was made to David, beginning 
in substantially these words. We know nothing as to 
the contents of the representation, not even whether 
its nature was friendly or hostile. David's action 
concerning it is cordially friendly to Jabesh-gilead.— 
And also the house of Judah have anointed me: 
This seems to be an implied invitation to them to 
join with the men of Judah in taking David for their 
king. 

y 8-4 : 12. —Presumably there were other instances 
of the same kind, but’ David’s overtures were not at 
once accepted. Abner was too strong a man in 
northern Israel. He succeeded in having Ishbosheth 
the son of Saul recognized as king in Gilead, and 
then in extending his dominion until, in his last two 
years, he claimed to be king of Israel. Probably this 
was done with the consent of the Philistines, and Ish- 
bosheth, like David, was their vassal, Ishbosheth 
was ungrateful and inefficient. Abner became dis- 
gusted with him and made terms with David. That 
arrangement was broken up by the murder of Abner. 
Ishbosheth was also murdered, and after other 
months of negotiation all the tribes agreed to accept 
David. 

5 : 1-3.—Came all the tribes: See the duplicate of 
this narrative in 1 Chronicles 11, and the additional 
details in 1 Chronicles 12 : 23-40.—7A’y bone and thy 
flesh: There is great cordiality in the matter, now 
that it is at last decided.—// was thou that leddest, 
etc.: David now reaps the reward of his splendidly 
exemplary conduct in those past years of faithful 
service and of ill-treatment.—Prince: Primate, or 
lieutenant, or regent.—The word is used of the office 
of king as held by Saul (1 Sam. 9 : 16; 10: 1, comp. 
13: 14; 25 ° 30). The implication is that Jehovah is 
really the king, while the human king is his vice- 
gerent.—Made a covenant: Notethe extent to which 
the right of the people to self-government is recog- 
nized in this transaction. 

Avusurn, N. Y. 

% 


** Dated Events of the Old Testament,’’ Dr. Beechers 
book, recently published by The Sunday School Times 
Company (Price $1.50 postpaid ), is not to technical for the 
average teacher. 
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Waiting God’s Time 


By S. D. Gordon 


E OWN only what we earn. God gives the 
thread; we must weave it in. So his gifts 
become ours. David was anointed to a king- 

dom, but he had to win it. There was opposi- 
tion, It was wrong, but it was there. It was a 
long struggle. Every step of the way was con- 
tested, and had to be won by dint of patient work. 
Victory came, and came steadily, but it had to be 
won. The opposition grew weaker, but could still 
fight, and had to be met, God was with David guid- 
ing and strengthening, but always working through 
natural means, and through David's leadership. We 
are a to victory, against, sin and evil habit, 
into self-mastery, and in service. But we must win 
it. God helps. His help means everything. We 
—_ fail without him. But he helps through our 
effort. 

David waited until he heard from God before push- 
ing ahead. Going up to Judah seemed the thing to 
do. He had been anointed king. His enemy was 
dead, Judah was his own tribe. The people had 
always n favorable to him. Yet he wanted to- be 
sure of three things: that he should go up, that now 
was the time, and just where to go. He added 
prayer to his reasoning out of things. He would go 
into his kingdom on his knees. 

God tells us what to do. He listens and an- 
swers our questions. He knows all about men’s 
hearts, and about circumstances. He will give 
us the pavomeer of his knowledge and his wis- 
dom. He delights to guide us. He knew that 
David would be favorably received, and where most 
favorably, and where he could most advantageous] 
make his first capital.’ Such things interest God. 
He is concerned about our business matters, and 
home arrangements, and love affairs, and social en- 
joyments, and future plannings, as much as about 
our spiritual affairs. Whatever concerns us con- 
cerns him because it concerns us. 

God's guidance of David did not mean that he ap- 
proved of — a that David did. David had 
three wives. That was wrong. It was contrary to 
God's plan for man, But the custom of having more 
than one wife was ingrained into the life of the peo- 
ple. And David didn’t rise above the custom of his 
times. Probably he never thought about it. Here 
was a wrong thing in his life that afterward broke 
out into the ugliest sin of his whole career, and that 
carried all the distress that embittered his later life. 

He told Abimelech, the priest at Nob, a lie. The 
evil of that lie came back to torment him. He 
planned to revenge himself for Nabal’s surly refusal 
of his request, and was only saved by a woman’s 
rare tact. These things were wrong. God’s Word 
is remarkable for telling us the defects of its great 
God called David a man after his own heart 
because of the unfailing sincerity of his desire to do 
what would ey God. As quickly as David real- 
ized that he had done wrong, he repented and sought 
to change. This was one of his most marked traits. 
His underlying purpose was to please God. 

Yet had he thought more carefully into these 
things, and risen above the common habit of his 
time, as he could and should have done, he would 
have been still more pleasing to God. And he would 
have been spared the bitter drinking of dregs at the 
end, and would have had a yet greater influence for 
good through all the after generations. It is good 
to think pretty carefully into one’s life, and not to do 
things that can’t bear the test of God’s Word, even 
though they are the common habit of our time and 
our circle, 

David began his reign very diplomatically. His 
tactful message to the men who had so nobly hon- 
ored Saul after his death and disgrace would be 
known throughout the tribes that had remained loyal 
to Saul’s house, The same wisdom was shown when 
the general of the opposing forces was so treacher- 
ously slain by his own leading general; and later, 
when the two northern captains thought to curry 
favor with him, and no doubt secure good appoint- 
ments for themselves, by their destarty murder of 
his northern rival who was reigning in Saul’s stead. 

Yet I do not think these moves were made to win 
the people. It was a bit of the real tenderness of 
heart and nobility of nature that were marked traits 
of David's character. He was really grateful to the 
men who honored Saul. He was shocked and grieved 
that Abner should have been slain in trusting him- 
self into David's territory and camp, and righteously 
indignant over Ishbosheth’s death. 

He did not need these helps to the wider kingdom, 
though without doubt they influenced its coming. Yet, 
though he was not acting with mere shrewd diplo- 
macy toward the tribes that followed Saul, his con- 
duct was markedly diplomatic, and hastened the day 
of his wider reign. Goodness of itself is diplomatic 
without trying to be. A loving heart can be trusted 
to do the tactful thing, not because it is shrewd, but 
because it is right and loving. 

God's plans never. need to be forced. The man 
fitting into them can always afford to wait. David 
didn't lift a finger to force things his way. Abner 
was the aggressor after Saul’s death. David doesn’t 
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seem to have made one aggressive move toward com- 
pelling the people to accept him as king. The house 
of Saul is named first in the statement of the long 
war with the house of David. 

When finally David became king over all Israel, it 
was wholly by the wishes of the people. A willin 
people came to him in the day of his power. An 
this was no small element in his power. David 
waited God's time for his kingdom to come. Wecan 
always afford to wait God’s time. He never fails. 
Forcing things is always bad. 


NANTUCKET, Mass, 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


OR the blood of Asahel his brother (2 Sam. 3: 27). 
Even if the “deed had been entirely accidental 
Joab would have felt that, according to public 

opinion, he was in honor bound to avenge his broth- 
er's death. The feeling still survives in Palestine, 
although the Turkish government has taken over the 
duty of punishing crime for all alike. When life can 
no longer be taken for life by the private avenger, 
the blood-feud honor demands satisfaction in money 
payment, even though it can be clearly shown that 
an accident has occurred. 

Except thou take away the blind and the lame, 
thou shalt not come in hither (5:6). The Jebusite 
incident claims attention because, in this passage, 
David seems to speak in a very ungenerous spirit 
with regard to the lame and the blind. But 
the Jebusite bravado seems to have been ac- 
cepted by David as an oracular statement that he 
was determined to honor by a precise fulfilment of 
its terms. Instead of starving them into surrender, 
or attempting to force the gate, or make a breach in 
the wall, he gave orders for an assault by which the 
watercourse or moat should be rushed and the wall 
scaled. If he could drive in its vaunting defenders, 
those heroes of the city would become the lame and 
the blind through whom he would pass to the pos- 
session of their stronghold. 

In such like actions, ‘‘ whatever the king did pleased 
all the people.” Nothing more takes the imagination 
of Orientals than an act of high authority in which 
stern justice is enhanced by a touch of grotesque 
humor. The story is still told of the warlike Ibrahim 
Pasha of Egypt that, when he was in possession of 
Syria, he one day saw from his house in Beyrout a 
muleteer approaching with a loaded mule. He ob- 
served that on reaching an archway beneath which 
food was cooked for Arabic laborers and peasants, 
the muleteer, instead of going on a little farther to 
his destination and there unloading his mule, deliber- 
ately tied the animal up and sat down to take rest 
and refreshment for himself. ._When the meal was 
about finished two or three soldiers appeared, and 
by the Pasha’s order removed the load from the mule’s 
back and tied it upon that of its master, who, in turn, 
was made to stand there while his mule had a feed of 
barley and straw. 

BEYROUT, SYRIA. 
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The Next Step in the Campaign 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


HE people of Israel were divided, and were sur- 
rounded by the enemy. It was God’s purpose 
that they should win the whole land, but they 

had been hindered by sin, by the lack of a proper 
leader, and now, in the early days of David's reign, 
by the fact that the house was divided against itself. 
It was not until after the union of Judah and Israel 
under David, God’s anointed, that the kingdom was 
extended and peace was finally secured. 

The campaign of the church of Christ for the con- 

uest of the world has also been hindered by sin, by 
the lack of good leaders, and by divisions amon 
God’s people. It is God's purpose to unite the worid 
under the sway of Christ, the King of kings. 

The next necessary step to prepare for victory 
seems to be the union of forces in the Christian 
Church. They have been divided, and too often at 
war with each other; now there are signs that they 
will unite and win the world for their Leader. , 

There has been no greater unifying force among 
followers of Christ than missionary work. In the face 
of the foe the army cannot afford to be divided. 
Where creeds and common ancestry have not been 
able to bind men together, the love of Christ has 
melted them into one. With the Christians in the 
Fiji Islands sending money to the famine sufferers in 
India, Indians contributing to the destitute in Japan, 
Japanese helping to send the gospel to Korea, and 
Africans giving to the orphans of Armenia, there are 
bright promises for a united Christian Church. 

It is in Japan and Korea, in China and India, that 
the great movements are taking place for the unifica- 
tion of the Church (Read chap. 16 in Jacob Chamber- 
lain’s ‘‘ The Kingdom in India”). 

Brooxtyn, N. Y. 


AUGUST 29, 1908 


The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


AVID inguired of Jehovah,... Shall 1 go up ? 
vy. 1.) Behol e whole secret of David! 
hings surely looked all right, but he would 
not budge until he asked God about it. How do ycu 
move, a impulse or direction? Wouldn’t it be fine 
to be able to make just the right move at the right 
time! Life is a constant coming to cross-roads, 
and all the sign-boards down. There is a light over 
yonder, climb the fence and inquire! Men have tried 
all sorts of things, tea leaves, goose bones, stars, 
palmists, mediums, fortune tellers, dream interpre- 
ters and what not. David ‘inquired of Jehovah,”— 
and waited until he got the answer. The surprising 
thing is that Christians go plunging and floundering 
through life without exercising the God-given privi- 
lege of sure guidance. Take these: Psalm 37: 23; 
James 1: 5; Isaiah 30: 21; 58: 11. Christ ape! 
calls us to be interrogation points. ‘‘ Ask, ask, ask,” 
he cries, and our reply is only to stumble, stumble, 
stumble. David was wiser; he went up when sent 
up, and so stayed up. 


David went up thither, and his two wives also (v. 
2). Takes his duplex family and goes to stay. The 

hinaman doesn’t bring his women folks; he hasn’t 
come tostay. David believed God. His wives are to 
share his kingdom as they have shared his struggles. 
Poor together, they would be rich together. Unlike 
certain rich-quick millionaires we know of. What is 
your candid opinion of the man who, getting up in 
the world, disowns the friend of his humble days, the 
helper in his adversity ? Look out now! The hard- 
est blows the Master ever gets are the snubs and 
slights of those whose prosperity he has made. Don’t 
sneer at millionaires putting away the wives of their 
porary when you have put away the Christ of your 
struggling days. When you were a sixty-dollar man 
how active you used to be in church, Sunday-school 
and Association—but now? Well, David was a man 
with a noble kingly heart, and the wives went with 
him to his throne. 


And his men... did David bring up (v. 3). A 
sad, sorrowful, wobegone, mournful procession as up 
they came dragging themselves and their families into 
the land of Judah? Can’t you see them and hear the 
wail, ‘‘ The desert and Amalekites are good enough 
for us.”. Indeed they didn’t! They stepped along 
the way you go to the picnic, with joy and laughter, 
and singing David's songs you may be sure. Jesus 
our David, is taking us to his kingdom (Luke 22: 
29, 30). How are you going? These men had been 
schooled in the wilderness for high places. Who 
would get the best places? Here is a fellow who 
rarely turned out on a stormy day. David had a fine 
place for him! What kind of a place are you train- 
ing for in the kingdom? Read this little parable, 
Luke 19: 12-27. 


They anointed David king (v. 4), David, the 
king, arrives. It takes even God a long while to 
make a good man. . Seven years to make a preacher. 
Four years to make an artisan. Ten to twenty 
to make an artist. A lifetime to make a saint. Hu- 
man clay is stubborn stuff. This is why the teacher, 
the boss, and God are having such a hard time with 
you. The mushroom in the cellar springs up ina 
night. It takes years for the sun and the rain, the 
frost and the winds, to make the oak on the hillside. 
After about fifteen years David arrives. The king- 
dom is small enough, but it is a kingdom. Friends 
are needed—and badly. Jabesh-gilead, those fine 
fellows, are heard from again. David knows a good 
thing. His first act as king is kingness. For kin—- 
king—kind are all the same word, When you do 
kind things you do kingly things. David starts his 
reign right. He gets himself a team. Hooks up 
Kindness and ‘Truth together for his royal chariot. No 
better team can ever carry a man. Can pass every- 
thing on the road, and any child.can drive them. 
They work single or double (Jer. 31 : 3). 


We are thy bone cnd thy flesh (5:1). And so 
ought to stand together as one. £ pluribus unum, 
One out of many. United we stand, divided we fall. 
Uncle John has his family, a lively, noisy crowd. 
Uncle Stephen has his family, and they are very pre- 
cise people. Uncle Samuel's folks are a prosperous 
lot settled down the river. All the other uncles have 
their homes and all are pushing ahead. But when 
we all come up to grandfather's for Christmas, we are 
just one big rome b with grandfather at the head of 
it. Now are we the sons of God (1 John 3: 2). Let 
us bring out the Loving Kindness—loving kin-ness— 
and Truth. Life is too short for bickering and un- 
kinness. What more beautiful than a big family all 
pulling together and helping each other? Nothing 
can keep them down. Irresistible. Israel, conscious 
of this great truth, sprang to her greatest glory. 
This truth forgotten, she plunged toher ruin. If the 
world should ever awaken to this truth and lay aside 
the guns and the hate, and become one big family up 
at grandfather’s for Christmas—what a world this 
would be! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 13 (2 Sam. 2: 1-7; 5: 1-5) 


The Illustration Round-Table | 


All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this department. 
One dollar is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration that can 
be used, and two dollars for the best illustration used for each week’s 
lesson. 

Illustrations are due three months before the date of the lessons. Do 
not contribute without sending for particulars, with lesson calendar, 
which will be sent by the Times, free, upon request, 


The Fear that Maketh Great—Golden Text. 


AVID waxed greater and greater (Golden 
Text). Of all the memorials in Westminster 
Abbey there is not one that gives a nobler 

thought than the life lesson from the monument to 
Lord Lawrence. Simply his name and date of his 
death, and these words: ‘‘He feared man so little 
because he feared God so much.” Here is one great 
secret of victory. Let your prayer be that of the 
Rugby boy, John Laing Bickersteth, found locked in 
his desk after his. death: ‘*O God, give me courage 
that I may fear none but thee.”—M/rs. B. G. Dowen, 
Norbiton, Surrey, Eng. From Home Words. 


The Boy Who Was Not Alone—Golden Text. 


David waxed greater and Pipa ; for Jehovah, 
the God of hosts, was with him (Golden Text). 
A group of rough boys were demanding some evil 
deed of a smaller boy. ‘I ean’t do it,” said the boy. 
‘* You will have to,” said the leader, ‘‘for we are all 
against you alone, and how will you help yourself?” 
Silent a moment, the boy then replied: *' enn not as 
much alone as you think Iam. There are two of us, 
and the other one is God, who has always been more 
than a match for all that have come against him.” 
The leader, casting a sheepish glance around, said: 
‘*Come on, fellows, let.him alone. There is no use 
fooling with a chap like that.”"—Mrs. D. H. Dugan, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. From The Christian Herald. 


How to Pray—Golden Text. 


Jehovah, the God of hosts, was with him (Golden 
Text). ‘‘I need oil,” said a monk. So he planted 
him an olive sa roe ‘*Lord,” he prayed, ‘it needs 
rain,” and the Lord sent a gentle shower. ‘‘ Lord, 
my tree needs sun,” and the sun shone. ‘ Now, 
frost, my Lord,” and behold! the little tree stood 
sparkling with frost; but at evensong it died. Then 
the monk sought a brother monk, and told his strange 
experience. ‘‘I too have planted a little tree,’’ he 
said, ‘‘and see, it thrives well; but I prayed: ‘Lord, 
send it what it needs, storm or sunshine; thou hast 
made it, and thou dost know.’”—WMrs. M. Watts, 
Herne Hill, London, Eng. From The Sunday 
School Chronicle. 


The Sure Stream of Power—Golden Text. 


David waxed greater and greater ; for Jehovah, 
the God of hosts, was with him (Golden Text). 
Henry Ward Beecher says: ‘‘A man’s purpose of 
life should be like a river, which was born of a thou- 
sand little rills in the mountains, and when at last it 
has reached its manhood in the yore. though, if 

ou watch it, you shall see little eddies that seem as 
if they had changed their minds, and were going 
back again to the mountains, yet all its mighty cur- 
rent flows, changeless, to the sea. If you build a 
dam across it, in a few hours it will go over it with a 
voice of victory. If tides check it at its mouth, it is 
only that when they ebb it can sweep on again to the 
ocean. So goes the Amazon or the Orinoco across a 
continent—never losing its way or changing its direc- 
tion for the thousand streams that fall into it on the 
right hand and on the left, but only using them to 
increase its force, and bearing them onward in its 
resistless channel.”"—Miss Mabel Beall, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 


The Key—Golden Text. 

Jehovah, the God of hosts, was with him (Golden 
Text). A French artisan questioned much the dis- 
pensations of Providence in the government of the 
world. One day, in visiting a ribbon manufactory, 
his attention was attracted to a piece of machinery. 
Countless wheels and thousands of threads were 
twirling in all directions. He could not understand 
its movements. He was informed that all this mo- 
tion was connected with the center, where there was 
a chest, which was kept shut. He asked permission 
to see the interior. ‘* The master has the key,” was 
the reply. The words were like a flash of light. 
Here was the answer to all his perplexed thoughts. 
Yes. ‘The Master has the key. He governs and 
directs all."—W. R. Clark, Newchurch, via Man- 
chester, Eng. From The Sunday School Chronicle. 


God’s Guidance in the Race Track Bills—2 : 1. 

Shall l goup...? And Jehovah said unto him, 
Go up (2:1). Jehovah directs to-day as in King 
David's time. In the midst of the rejoicing over the 
passage of the Anti-Race Track Gambling Bills we 
see Senator Foelker going up to Albany in obedience 
to the word of Jehovah. Weak, sick, unable even to 
walk alone, hindered by the fears of others, but 
Sustained by an invincible determination to win a 
victory for the right, this man followed divine guid- 
ance, and cast the vote which won the day, and 
brought joy to the hearts of thousands. To him as 
to David. came the direction to *‘ go up,” and with it 
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wer sufficient to pass over the mountains of dif- 
culty.—Nellie G: McIntyre, Batavia, N. Y. The 
prize for this week ts awarded to this illustration. 


Why Positions are Awarded—5 : 2. 

it was thou that leddest out and broughtest in 
Israel (5: 2). What one has been and done often 
determines what his destiny shall be. The world 
to-day asks for credentials. People with clean ree- 
ords are wanted. A man was wanted to fill an im- 
portant position. Several men applied, and amon 
them one man of special note. This man was spot 
by a detective to see where he spent his evenings 
and Sundays. His educational record was investi- 
gated, even back to his common school training. His 
achievements in the line of his work were carefull 
examined, his personal habits learned, and when it 
was found out that he was diligent, honest, clean, 
earnest, sociable, capable and God-fearing, he was 
accepted. All his pest life was considered. David's 
wisdom, modesty, bravery and piety, under test and 
not wanting, won him his place in the hearts of men 
and placed him on the throne.—Zhe Rev. J. B. 
Williamson, Paoli, Ind. 


x 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


UR Father, we thank thee for the strength that 
thou dost give us to meet new and untried 
duties. We thank thee that true obedience is 

not a slavish, unlovely, and grudging following of thy 
will, but ever a joyous entering into the spirit of thy 
high purposes for us. May we gain the strength that 
comes from such obedience. elp us to face and to 
do the duty of the hour without flinching, and to rise 
ito the kingly walk of glad obedience to thee. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson 

‘*So Saul died.” That was the sad climax of last 
Sunday’s lesson. And Saul died very wretchedly— 
how ?.. Yes, by hisown sword. That was not unlike 


other things he did, for he was always. after having 
his-own way, doing what 4e pleased. And so Saul 
died. If you say that little word ‘‘so” very slowly, 
it brings back to your mifid a long story of a life’s 
wilfulness, a life’s. disobedience. It is a bitter and 
regretful, and very sad little word when spoken of 
Saul. 

There is a ‘‘so” in this lesson of to-day; will some 
one tell me the verse? Yes, the second. Think that 
word over. Do you notice what led to it? It comes 
just after two questions that David asked of God, 
and God’s answers. -I.wonder if Saul would have 
asked those questions? Very likely he would have 
told God what he intended to do, without consulting 
him very much about it. ‘*So David went up,” 
obeyed. What a contrast ! 

SAUL DIED 


S() DAVID OBEYED 
MY RECORD? 














When the day’s story is written for you and for me 
what will the final ‘‘so” mean about us. What will 
it mean when used about to-day’s decisions? Is it to 
tell a story of wilfulness and sorrow, or obedience 
and service? It is for us to decide. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


4 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


“Crown him with many crowns.”’ Psalm 138 : 1-6. 
** Shepherd of tender youth.”’ (205 : 1-4. 295 : 1-4.) 
“I've found a Friend; O such a Psalm ga : 8-11. 
Friend.’’ (126 : 8-11. 185 : 3-6.) 
“Take my life, and let it be.” eae oh 58-63. eine) 
** Lead on, O. King Eternal.” Pai on: 19-24. 5-19. 
**One there is above all others.” (43 : 1-4. 65 : 1-4.) 
** Blest be the tie that binds."’ 


Psalm 132 : 8-13. 
**Sweet Saviour, bless us ere we go."’ (196 : 3-5. 285 : 3-6.) 
4 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Asso-ia- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 


Monday.—2 Sam. 2: 1-11..°. . David made king over Judah 
‘luesday.—2 Sam. 3:17-21 .....-, Submission of !srael 
Wednesday.—2 Sam. 5: 1-10 . . . . David king over Israel 
Thursday.—2 Sam. 4: 4-12 :.... David and Saul's Son 
Friday.—Psa. 78 :65-72. . ......+ . . Chosen of God 
Saturday.—Psa. 89 : 19-33... .:. . . Promises for David 
Sunday.—Psa. 21. ..... eos Thanksgiving 
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Graded Helps 


The Adult Bible Class 


By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 
David Made King 


I, Tue GENERAL PREPARATION (2 Sam. 2 to 5). 
(For each member of the Bible class.] 


VEN when Saul was dead, and his sons, who 
had grown to manhood, as well, David’s way 
to the throne was far from clear. The people 

north of Esdraelon and beyond * meseagg were loyal to 
Saul, and readily followed Abner in proclaiming 
Ishbosheth, or Ishbaal, as their rightful sovereign. 
David had in the meantime been proclaimed king at 
Hebron by the Southern tribes. His message (2: 
46-7) to the men of Jabesh implied a claim to be 
Saul’s legitimate successor. His men and those of 
Ishbosheth were recognized as being on opposite 
sides in a civil war, Abner being the leader of the 
Northern forces, and Joab the leader of David’s men. 
Abner’s arrogance opened the way to put an end to 
this warfare, although his own life, as well as that 
of his king, became forfeit. 

At last David was placed on the throne of the 
Hebrew people. Even those who had stubbornly 
maintained their loyalty to Saul’s house realized that 
their hopes for the future depended on David alone. 

Then began at once a noteworthy series of events. 
David knew his land and his people. He knew also 
their neighbors. He was ready with his working 
policy. hapter Five mentions three details: the 
new capital, the palace, and the war with the Philis- 
tines. Very likely the last mentioned was the first 
to begin. avid’s ascension of the throne made him 
a dangerous foe, and {5 : 17) the Philistines at once 
invaded his country. hey had a series of battles 
not far from Jerusalem and Bethlehem in which 
David was victorious. The stirring exploit (23: 
13-17) of the ‘‘dauntless three,’’ who braved any 
danger for the sake of their beloved leader, belongs to 
this period. David was in ‘‘ the stronghold” (23 : 14; 
5:17), Adullam, where he had a place of vantage. 
Hd clever strategy and hard work he defeated the 
Philistines so thoroughly that they became subject 
to him, and even furnished recruits for his army. 

His next great enterprise was the selection and 
conquest of Jerusalem as his capital. This showed 
great shrewdness. It had never been captured from 
the Jebusites, who told David that blind and lame 
men were sufficient for its defense. According to 
the chronicler (1 Chron. 11 ; 6) David promised the 
headship of the army to the first one to enter the 
fortress. Joab thus won his office. 

Jerusalem was ideally placed. It was readily de- 
fensible, located on the rder between Judah and 
the north, was neutral territory, and at the cross- 
roads of many of the natural highways. 

David at once took steps to develop his capital, 
securing from the king of Tyre the needed crafts- 
men and materials for his palace and the buildings 
of state. Thus he prepared the way for welding his 
people into a compact nation. 





II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, © 

A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bear- 
ing on the current lessons will be mailed by ‘he Sunday School ‘Times 
Co., upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

The notes on the books of Samuel in the New Cen- 
tury Bible grow steadily better. Kirkpatrick’s vol- 
umes in the Cambridge Bible are very helpful. On 
Jerusalem see G. A. Smith’s “‘ Historical Geography,” 
or any of the histories on this period. 


III. SuGGEsTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be i d. Itis intended to afford hints 
for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method.} 

This lesson is a record of active, watchful resource- 
fulness on David’s part, and of popular recognition 
of his fitness to be their God-given king. 

David at Hebron. How much of the nation ac- 
knowledged his sovereignty ? 

His Pretensions. hat did the message which 
he sent to the Jabesh-gileadites fairly imply as to his 
expectations ? ; 

Abner and Joab. Which is to be approved, David’s 
intentions or his actual decision regarding the head- 
“— of the army ? 





erusalem Chosen. 
for a capital ? 

The Philistine War. Why was war between 
David and the Philistines inevitable and for mastery ? 

The Exploit. What does it reveal in David and 
his men? 


Why was it ideally situated 


IV. For Ilome Stupy on Next Weexk’s Lesson. 

(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 
1. How long a time does 1 Samuel cover? 2. How 

many personalities are described? 3. Which one 

was the writer’s favorite? 4. What is the great idea 

of the book ? 


Boston. 


AN emg 
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My Class of Girls 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


HE class may be reminded that the Jewish nation 
was divided into twelve tribes. Saul had be- 
longed tothe tribe of Benjamin. David's family 

came of the tribe of Judah. This tribe had from 
ancient times been accustomed to leadership, and 
ages ago when old Jacob was dying he said to its 
founder, ‘‘ Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren 
shalt serve.” Our Saviour came from the house of 
David and the tribe of Judah. 

You will notice that the first thing David did after 
Saul’s death was to inquire of God where he should 
go and what he should do. He not only did this in 

rivate prayer, but through Abiathar the priest. I 
aes a man who had before him a great crisis. He 
not only prayed for guidance himself, but asked his 
minister to pray for him, and one weekday he spent 
an hour alone in a church asking whattodo. God di- 
rected him, as he did David. An old commentator 
says, ‘‘In all our motions and removes it is comfort- 
abie to see God going before us.” 

God sent David first to Hebron, and there the men 
of Judah came and anointed him king. This was his 
second anointing. You remember the first, when he 
was a shepherd lad in Bethlehem. Next came’ the 
elders of Israel,—that is, of the other tribes,—and 
they too anointed David to be their king. He was 
now thirty years old, the ae of young manhood and 
maturity. The girls ma reminded that he did 
not come, like Saul, suddenly to the kingdom, but 
that he had had a long training in the camp, in the 
court, in the wilderness, and in great perils and hard- 
ships, so that he now knew all sorts of men and had 
learned how to rule men, He was already a great 
captain; he was_to become a great king. : 

very earthly life is a plan of God,—your lives and 
mine, just as much as was David's. e sometimes 
think that we are having hard times, and we wish 
they might be easier; but God always knows what is 
best, and we shall walk safely if we trust him. It 
was a far cry from Bethlehem to Hebron, but the lad 
who had fed his father's flocks and slain the mighty 
giant, Goliath, and spared the revengeful Saul, had 
been led by God all the way. He had three separate 
anointings: -one in private, which meant consecra- 
tion; one by his own people, which meant recogni- 
tion; one by the whole nation, which meant acclama- 
tion. You are at the beginning of a long and brilliant 
reign,—one of the most remarkable in history. 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 
(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questions to 
each girl, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday.) 

1. Name the principal persons about whom you 
have studied in the present quarter. 2. What did 
Samuel say to the people when they demanded a 
king ? (1Sam. 8:11.) 3. What surprise awaited Saul 
when he first came to Samuel’s house? (1 Sam. 
10:1.) 4. Why did the Lord reject Saul ? (1 Sam. 
15:11.) 5. To what family did David belong? 6. 
From what was he called to his first anointing ? 
7. What was the name of David’s dearest friend ? 


% 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


HAVE here two pieces of white paper, and t 
look very much alike. And I have a little bottle 
of strong nitric acid. I put a drop on each piece 

of paper. See what happens! In one case I find 
the paper turns deep yellow where the nitric acid 
strikes; in the otha the paper is hardly discolored.* 
What have I discovered? Why, this one piece of 
paper is cheapened by having low-grade material in 
it, The other,is free from this cheapening stuff. 

What do you know about David? Tell me all you 
can think to tell of him. Think of the times he was 
tested—and passed his tests. Saul, then, was tested, 
too,—but he had low-grade stuff in him; he turned 
yellow. He trusted in himself tocarry on the Lord’s 
work; that’s enough to make any man fail in his 
work, But David passed this test,—he was God- 
reliant, not David-reliant. So he passed the tests 
that God put upon him. 

And rewards came. aig of Judah—then king of 
all Israel: And more to follow in our next chapters. 

Here's a fellow training for the team. He puts him- 

self under a skilled trainer, so that his own very best 
may show up when thetimecomes. After about a 
week he begins to find fault with the trainer and 
kicks, then kicks a little harder, and finally concludes 


he can do better than his trainer anyhow. So he’ 


gets rid of his skilled trainer and of his chances to 
make the team at the sametime. That’s a picture 
of Saul. 

But the other fellow puts himself under his trainer, 
and stays there till the season’s over. He makes the 
team, and receives the honors and applause. That’s 


* The paper known in the trade as “ ground wood stock,’’ such as 
newspapers are usually printed upon, will show the deep yellow dis- 
coloration. A higher grade paper, such as The Sunday School Times 
and many books are printed upon, will scarcely discolor. Nitric acid 
is a powerful irritant poison ; it should be handled with great care, and 
should not be left where children can get hold of it. 
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a picture of——? David, yes. 
of hosts, was with him.” He followed his trainer’s 
directions. And what's the use of a trainer, any- 
way, if we’re going to do our own way after all ? 
Fellows, are you in training? Are you living up to 
it? Who's your trainer ? 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 

(rach boy, the sadwore to be Webeght lame dacs seal eammy” 

If the relay race plan is tried for Review Sunday, 
as described in the next issue, each boy could wind 
up his section with a question, and the answering of 
this question could start the second boy on his part 
of the ‘trace. The questions should be assigned 
ahead by the teacher, thus determining the order of 
the race. The questions might be selected from those 
that have been published from week to week in this 
space. 

x 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Lee yy is over and day-school is beginning. 
Do you know that your parents and teachers 
expect every child, during this year, to do the 
same thing—Grow? (Write that.) How many have 
grown the past year? We all have birthdays, so of 
course we grow older; but there are other ways in 
which we ought to grow. 


** Everything living keeps growing, 
Children are growing each day ; 
We should grow wiser and better, 
Walking in Jesus’ own way.”’ 


Let us repeat the Bible verse, which tells us how 
Jesus | ant (Luke 2 : §2): oP og advanced Sd goed 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with an 
men.” It means that his body grew stronger and 
taller, his mind grew wiser, and his heart and life 
were right toward God and man. Those are the 
ways in which we want you all to grow, Stronger, 
Wiser, and Better (Aad. those three). Good food, 
enough sleep, work and play, help our bodies to 
grow——-? Stronger. Learning lessons will help us 
to grow——— ? Wiser; and doing what our Bible verses 
teach will help us to grow——? Better. Let us see 
what happened to some boys who grew that way. .8 

Recall Joseph and the out-of-door life which gave 
him a fine, strong body,—the experiences in Egypt 
which made him wiser, the forgiveness of his brothers 
and his kindness in sending for Jacob, which show 
that he had been growing better all his life. Moses 
or Samuel might also be mentioned. Bring out simi- 
lar points from David's life. 

As a shepherd boy out-of-doors, his body grew so 
strong and healthy that people liked to see him. He 
grew brave, too, and didn’t fear a lion or a bear. He 
trained his eyes to be watchful, caring for his sheep. 
He trained his hands and arms to throw straight and 
to play on his shepherd’s pipe and the harp. He 
trained his mind to think beautiful songs or psalms, 
and so he grew wiser until he played for King Saul, 
and in his palace learned many more things. He 
must have grown better all the time, for he loved 
Jonathan so much, and never once harmed Saul, 
although Saul tried to kill him. 

God watches how boys grow, and always has 
greater things for those who grow stronger, wiser, 
and better. What had he promised to David? That 
the boy who could be trusted with sheep should some 
day be trusted to care for many people as king. 
Something else had to grow in David's life,—that was 
his patience. God’s promise was true, but he had to 
wait until God’s time came. When good old Samuel 
came to Bethlehem to anoint David to be the next 
king, he was only about sixteen years old. When 
Saul and Jonathan died, David was thirty. All those 
is he had waited, believing ‘‘In God we trust.” 

hen he aimed at the giant, and when Saul was 
hunting him, and at all times he trusted God. 

After Saul’s death, David asked the Lord what he 
should do, and God told him to return to his own 
country, to Hebron. The people loved him, and were 
so glad to see him that they made him king over that 
part of the country. 

The first thing that he did was to send a loving 
message to the people who buried Saul and his sons, 
and to promise that they would always be friends 
(read chap. 2: 5-7). That showed his kind heart. 

He had learned what it meant to ‘love your ene- 
mies,” not only toward Saul, but toward the great 
captain of Saul’s army, so that by and by they be- 
came friends. It proved better to be friendly than to 
quarrel, for the ple of the whole country came 
to ask David to their king. There was a great 
day of rejoicing when he was anointed as king. 

Very soon he moved from Hebron to the at 
strong city of Jerusalem, nearer to the center of the 
country. Because of this it is often called the *‘ City 
of David” (§:.7). .‘‘tAnd David went on and grew 
great, and the Lord God of hosts was with him.” 
This all came to pass because from his boyhood he 
grew stronger, wiser, and better. 

(Give each child a heart-shaped card, on which to 
write, ‘‘Grow stronger, wiser, better.”) 


“« Jehovah, the God — 


~sally, observed on the second Sunday in June. 


AUGUST 29, 1908 


Workers’ Questions Answered 





Alternating every other week with Marion Lawrance, General Sec- 
retary of the International Sunday School Association, who answers 
questions on the general work in the Sunday-school, other specialists 
will answer queries in their classified fields of work, as follows: 

The Adult Bible Class: W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of the Inter- 
national Adult Department. 

Primary Problems: Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes. 

Temperance Teaching: Mrs. Zillah Foster S 
tional ‘Temperance Department. 

The Home Department ; Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. 

Parents’ Problems: Patterson Du Bois. 

Questions from readers to any of these writers should be addressed 
in care of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 





. of the Interna- 








Ask Marion Lawrance! 


NORTH THETFORD, VT.—I am to write a paper for a Sun- 
day-school convention on ** Our Intermediates,— What Ought 
We to Do for Them ?’’ Will you please give me your thoughts 
on this subject ?—C. E. W. 

Write to the office of the International Sunday 
School Association asking for their leaflet on interme- 
diate work. This will give you more concrete infor- 
mation, and give it to you in better shape, than you 
will be likely to find anywhere else, especially in so 
small a compass. 


BELLEVUE, TEX.—What is the duty of the yofa 
county Sunday-school convention outside of writing minutes, 
etc.? Could the secretary do anything in a way to create 
more interest in the county ?—-L. W. 

The smallest service of the county secret is 
writing the minutes of the annual meetin Phe 
secretary of the county should know more of the Sun- 
day-school movement of the county than anybody 
else in it. He should “agen the statistics, do all the 
correspondence, help the township officers and others 
prepare their programs. Through circular-letters, 
printed matter, and in other ways, call the attention 
of the Sunday-school workers in the county to the 
best methods of doing their work. He should study 
the methods adopted in other counties, securing 
copies of their programs and other printed matter. 
There is enough work in the office of a live, energetic 
county secretary to keép him busy from morning to 
night every day of his official service. 








RICHMOND, VA.—Are there any “set times” for cele- 
brating the following special days, or does each school seleet 
the date which may be the most convenient for it?— Promotion 
Day, Rally Day, Children’s Day, Decision Day, Missionary 
Day, Home Department Day, Mothers’ Day, Baby Day. We 
want to celebrate these days, and would like to select the usual 
dates.—O. J. T. : 

Promotion Day should be celebrated regularly once 
ayear. In younger departments of the school it is 
sometimes observed twice a year. I have found the 
best success in having it annually. It should come 
near or at the close of the regular school year, which 
oftener than otherwise is the calendar year. There 
are advantages, however, so far as beginners and 
primaries are concerned, in having Promotion Day 
in the. spring. On this account Children’s Day is 
often used for that purpose. Sometimes a church 
observes a fiscal year, which is not the calendar year. 
This is true in the church and school with which I 
am most familiar, yg ste our Promotion Day 
comes in September. aving discovered the best 
~“T for this purpose, adhere to it. 

Rally Day usually occurs in the early fall imme- 
diately after the summer vacation. - There is evident 
fitness for this date, as it affords a choice opportunity 
for rallying the forces after the summer vacation. 
We have always observed the last Sunday in Sep- 
tember, or the quarterly review day, as it lends itself 
admirably for the purpose of rallying for the fall and 
winter work. 

Children’s Day. Except in the extreme southern 
part of our country, this is usually, but not univer- 
This 
date has probably been hit upon because flowers 
are more plentiful then than earlier or later, and 
they form an important feature in the decorations for 
Children’s Day, and appropriately so. Where the 
flowers are at their best at some other date than the 
one given, I should be inclined to change the date to 
suit the flowers. . 

Decision Day should, in my judgment, be a mova- 
ble feast, and indeed I would not announce it in ad- 
vance at all. It may occur once a year, once a quar- 
ter, once a month, or every Sunday, owing to condi- 
tions. The use of the singular would indicate that 
there is but one Decision Day ina year. In most 
schools there should be more. 

Missionary Day. For the most part, what was 
said about Decision Day would apply here. Mission- 
ary instruction should find a place in every session of 
the school during the year. This need not do away, 
however, with the Missionary Day occasionally. I 
would not observe a Missionary Day with the under- 
standing that that was to represent the missionary 
thermometer of the school for the year. 

Home Depariment Day, Mothers’ Day, and Baby 
Day, 1 should observe on Rally Day. There is a 
danger of having too many such days in our work. 








LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 13 (2Sam. 2: 1-73 5: 1-5) 


For Children at Home 





The Twins’ Experiment 
By Fay Stuart 


AROLD and Helen had come from Boston to 
sone a fortnight at Grandpa Major's farm. 
hey never tired of following grandpa about 

the yard, asking questions about rags 4 new thing. 

Perhaps the poultry house was the biggest attrac- 
tion of all. It was great fun to gather the speckled 
eggs and feed the hens. Every night they watched 
with wide-open eyes while grandpa sprinkled and 
turned the eggs in the incubator. 

‘*S’pose there’ll be any chickens before we go 
home ?” asked Harold. 

‘“*Oh, yes,” said grandpa, ‘‘by Wednesday night 
there ought to be a hundred or more pretty, yellow 
chicks.” 

The next afternoon the twins came up through the 
orchard on their way from the brook, where they had 
been sailing boats and making waterfalls. Suddenly 
Harold stopped, his blue eyes fixed upon the culti- 
vated willow tree. 

‘*The pussy-willows are out, Helen! Only 
look! You just give me a boost and I'll shin up and 
get some.” 

‘© You'll fall and break your neck, Harold Brown- 
ing,” said his sister. 

‘*Won’t either. You help me up and when I get 
down I’ll tell you the splendidest secret.” 

With many a push and scramble, Harold started 
slowly up, climbing from limb to limb until he reached 
the silvery pussies. 

‘*Aren’t they dandy and big?” he called, tossing 
down a handful of twigs toHelen. ‘‘ But this willow 
is dreadful tough.” 

‘*Now what's the secret?” asked Helen eagerly, 
when the breathless, hatless little fellow stood safely 
upon the earth once more. 

‘* You must promise not to tell, ‘cause if they don’t 
hatch folks might laugh.” 

‘* What don’t hatch ?” 

‘*Why, the pussies. You know the brooder lamp 
is burning. randpa ’splained to me that he was 
getting the heat ready for the chickens. Well, I’m 
going to put in some pussy-willows and before-we go 
home you'll see some real, live kittens,” he ex- 
sintaed. 

‘*Are you real sure, Harold?” asked Helen doubt- 
fully. ‘‘How can they grow feet and eyes and 
tails?” 

‘*Don’t pollywogs turn into frogs? They lose off 
their tails and grow legs. These pussies look more 
like kittens than eggs do like chickens,” argued Har- 
old, growing more positive every minute. 

‘*But they’ll be white. I want a yellow kitten 
just like Grace Hollis’ Goldie. Isn’t there any way 
to hatch colored ones?" 

Harold looked puzzled. He sat on the door-stone 
and scowled and thought. Then natura] history 
came to his aid. He always asked questions and 
kept grandpa busy explaining things. 

‘*Grandpa told me about a toad that is green on 
the grass and brown on the treetrunk. If you want 
a yellow kitten just find something yellow and put 
some pussy-willows on that. Get some black cloth, 
too, Helen,” he called as she darted indoors. 

Soon the two curly heads were bent intently over 
the brooder. ‘ 

‘*We mustn’t put in many,” advised Helen, ‘for 
what weuld we ever do with a hundred kittens ?” 

‘‘That’s so,” agreed Harold, ‘‘Let’s put twoon 
the orange peel and two on the black, ’cause perhaps 
both won't hatch, and three white ones. We'll give 
away those we don’t want.” 

‘*Grandma,” asked Helen that evening, ‘‘is a toad 
the color of what he stands on?” 

‘*You mean tree-toads, dearie? Yes, you can 
hardly find them ; they look just as green as the 
leaves, or brown like the bark of the tree they are on. 
It is the way the good Lord took to make them safe 
from their enemies.” . 

‘* And do those wiggly pollywogs swimming in the 
brook, really and truly mm frogs that hop ?” con- 
tinued Helen. 

‘** Yes, dearie. 
you think?” 

‘*Now will you believe me?” cried Harold. 

‘* Look here, youngsters,” said grandpa next morn- 
ing, ‘‘do you think my brooder is amuseum? What 
under the sun are you saving this trash for?” 

Then grandpa had to be let into the secret. 

‘* Well, well,” he said when‘his severe cough was 
relieved by a peppermint drop and the vigorous use 
of his handkerchief, ‘‘let ’em stay ; they don’t take 
up much room. Only you must take your cats out as 
soon as they hatch, forI can't have ’em eating up my 
chicks.” 

Then he hurried off to the barn to finish the laugh 
he had choked back in the twins’ presence. 

*‘ Bless ’em,” he chuckled, ‘‘there are two kittens 
up in the barn this minute, but they'd love ’em to 


Queer things happen in the country, 
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death. Better wait a day or so longer before they 
see ‘em, I reckon.” 

There came a day when the twins had to admit 
that their experiment was a failure. The pussy- 
willows had shriveled and dried and there was no 
sign of even one lively kitten. 

‘‘And we turned and sprinkled them every day,” 
sighed Helen. 

‘* What do wy think, grandpa?” asked Harold. 

** Well, well, I must say I don’t have much hope 
of your hatching anything if you leave ‘em there all 
summer. Better throw em away,” advised grandpa 
oes a ‘*Come with me and I'll show you some- 
thing better than pussy-willows.” P 

He led the way to the loft, and with little squeals 
of delight the twins tumbled into the hay after two 
of the softest, cutest kittens they had ever seen. 

Harold claimed the black kitten with a long tail 
and double paws. Helen cuddled the tiny gray and 
white one whose bob tail was just like its mother, 
for Topsy was a Manx cat. 

“I say, youngsters,” laughed grandpa, ‘‘old 
Topsy can beat you in raising kittens, They aren't 
the color of hay, either, you see.” 

‘‘Just the same,” argued Harold stoutly; ‘I’m 
pretty sure that kittens can be hatched from pussy- 
willows if a fellow only finds out just how to do it. 
I'm going to try again if I come visiting next 
spring.”’ 

BookKVILLE, Mass, 


Answer to Quotation Acrostic 
Published. in last week’s issue 


Moses (Deut. 15 : 11) 

Isaiah (Isa. 33 : 24). 

Rehoboam (1 Kings 12: 14). 

Ittai (2 Sam. 15: 21). 

Amos (Amos 5: 14). 

Micah (Micah 4: 3). 
Miriam (Exod. 15 : 21). 





[ worth Repeating 





“He Will Give Them Back” 


Author unknown 


E ARE quite sure 
That He will give them back—bright, pure, 
and beautiful. 
We know he will but keep 
Our own and his until we fall asleep. 
We know he does not mean 
To break the strands reaching between 
The Here and There. 
He does not mean—though Heaven be fair— 
To change the spirits entering there, that they forget 
The eyes upraised and wet, 
The lips too still for prayer, 
The mute despair. 


He will not take 

The spirits which He gave, and make 
The glorified so new 

That they are lost to me and you. 

I do believe 

They will receive 

Us—you and me—and be so glad 

To meet us that when most I would grow sad 
I just begin to think about that gladness, 
And the day 

When they shall tell us all about the way 
That they have learned to go— 
Heaven’s pathways show. 


My lost, my own, and I 

Shall have so much to see together by and by, 
I do believe that just the same sweet face, 
But glorified, is waiting in the place 

Where we shall meet, if only I 

Am counted worthy in that by and by. 


I do believe that God will give a sweet surprise 

To tear-stained, saddened eyes, 

And that his Heaven will be 

Most glad, most tided through with joy for you and me, 
As we have suffered most. 


God never made 

Spirit for spirit, answering shade for shade, 

And placed them side by side— 

So wrought in one, though separate, mystified— 

And meant to break : 

The quivering threads between. When we shall wake, 
I am quite sure, we will be very glad 

That for a little while we were so sad. 
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With the New Books 





The Kingdom in India.—Dr. Jacob Chamberlain was 
— of missionary story-tellers. He knew how to 
select the most powerful incidents from his mission- 
ary life, and he knew how totell them. His stories 
are good in themselves, and they have a meaning. 
Some of the chapters in his last volume are the result 
of long and careful study. It would be difficult to 
find a more clear, concise, and Ae estimate of the 
religions of the Orient,—their beauties and fatal de- 
fects, than that in Chapter 2. The description and 
estimate of woman’s work is a powerful presentation 
of what Christ can do and has done for and through 
women. Human interest is strong in almost every 
chapter. No writer gives better stories to illustrate 
missionary talks and lessons in the Sunday-school. 
**In the Tiger Jungle,” and ‘* The Cobra’s Den,” are 
full of them, and ‘‘ The Kingdom in India,” while less 
a volume of stories, contains many incidents that may 
be used with telling effect. If one wishes a story of 
persecution to illustrate Elijah’s experiences, there 
is the account of ‘‘ Hanumanta Rau’”’; if something to 
show the results of faithful preaching, there are the 
‘Incidents at Ongole.” (The Kingdom in India. By 

acob Chamberlain. With a biographical sketch by 

enry N. Cobb. New York: Revell. $1.50, net; 
postage, 16 cents.) 


The History of Bablyonia and Assyria.—If a 
ballot were taken on the question as to who is now 
the world’s foremost scholar in western Asiatic history 
and antiquities, Professor Hugo Winckler of Berlin 
would receive many votes. In a recent manual of 
328 pages, exclusive of introductory matter and index, 
he gives an outline of the history from the begin- 
ning to the capture of Babylon by Cyrus, together 
with such of the facts as seem to him most significant. 
In the main the work abstains from referring to 
sources, and simply states the conclusions reached 
by the author. It is less vividly written than many 
other accessible works on the subject, but it is much 
safer as a source of information. One can accept 
Professor Winckler’s statements with relatively little 
danger of serious error. This gives the book ex- 
ceptional value, even if it is necessary to put in the 
word ‘‘ relatively.” For example, Professor Winck- 
ler follows a scheme of chronology which is.much less 
certain than one would suppose from his positive veer 
of giving dates. ‘Though the title-page of the boo 
bears the date 1907, a number of its assertions are 
already discredited by more recent discoveries. But 
these are details, and do not affect the book as a 
whole. (Zhe History of Babylonia and Assyria. 
By Hugo Winckler, Ph.D. Translated ‘by James 
Alexander Craig, Ph.D. Scribner. $1.50 net. 


A Missionary Handbook of Egypt.— Most travel- 
ers know Egypt as the land of the pyramids, of the 
tombs and temples of an ancient, pre-Abrahamic 
civilization. Bible students think of it as the land of 
the Pharaohs, of Joseph, of Moses, and the Israelites 
in bondage. But there is an Egypt of to-day that is 
vitally and intensely interesting to every Christian, 
and there is in the valley of the Nile a work going on 
more lasting than the buiiding of monuments, and 
as truly divine as the training of Joseph and Moses 
and the freeing of the Hebrew slaves. It is of this 
work of Christian missions of which Mr. Watson 
writes most clearly and entertainingly. He tells of 
the early introduction of Christianity, of the Roman 
sn egy the influence of Greek philosophy, the 

eresies and schisms that entered the church in 
Egypt; he describes briefly the Muhammadan con- 
quest and its influence on the modern Egyptians; he 
tells the story of early Christian missionary work by 
Moravians and gives the stirring facts relating to 
the missions of the Church Missionary Society of 
England and the United Presbyterian Church of the 
United States. This is essentially a book of facts 
rather than of opinions, but the author gives a num- 
ber of striking incidents, and answers many ques- 
tions of interest relative to the origin and character 
of the Coptic church and the beliefs and practises of 
Moslems in Egypt. 

If the twelve thousand English-speaking tourists 
who visit Egypt every year could be persuaded to 
take this as a handbook, and would look into the 
missionary work described here, they would return 
home with a belief in something more vital than the 
antiquity of civilization, and with a sympathy for this 
work of resurrecting the dead in Egypt which would 
help to stir the Christians at home to a new sense of 
their opportunity and responsibility. Incidentally, 
many tourists might, as a result, spend more on mis- 
sions and less on curios. 

Mr. Watson’s book, with its excellent map and in- 
dex, is a valuable companion to Baedeker, and a 
much-needed supplement to the political positions of 
Lord Cromer's ‘‘ Modern Egypt.” Mr. Watson, who 
was born in Egypt, sees Islam as ¢he problem to be 
met in the valley of the Nile, and considers the 
Gospel of Christ as the onlysolution. (Jn the Valley 
of the Nile. By Charles R. Watson. Revell. $1, 
net; postage, 11 cents.) 
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SERVICES 


The Standard Bearers 
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The Bible School Hymnal 
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ppectel services for Rally Day as it contains a num- 
f good songs suitable for that occasion. 
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Vivid pen pictures of life on the Labra- 
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these sketches are told so simply that 
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$1.00, net, postpaid 


Send for 
It will pay you. 


248 pages ; 11 illustrations. 
our Book Catalog. 
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How to Construct a Good Invitation 





The Popularity of the Rally Telegram 


ANY yoanage a hit was made by the 
Tioga Pres sata nam Church of Phila- 
a and others, by sending to 

each Sunday-school member an imitation 
telegraph message. The method became 
very popular, and great numbers of Sunday- 
schools used the device last fall. It has 
always been effective. The superintendent 
of a large Brooklyn school reports that he 


Form 139. 





nearly frightened the life out of a mother by 
the use of 

whole family to the Rally service, and he 
has not repeated it. This should not be the 
common reception accorded to so novel a 
method in so good a cause. 


this realistic mode of inviting the 


Here is a copy of the telegram—on yellow 
aper, of course—sent out by a live New 


nam school : 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TELEGRAPH COMPANY 





RALLY DAY MESSAGE 





154,593 Sunday-schools in North America (1905 
2,334 Sunda nyse ls in New Jersey (coos) pe 


lesired that all the officers, t s, and 


14,168 ms enrolled (190: 
hol be in thelr faces allele New Jey 


wes 





winter’s work. 


The Home 


yey ree and Cradle Roll members will be present 


Those of your friends who are not connected with any Sunday-school will find this a fine time 


to become enrolled as new scholars. 


Parents and friends are cordially invited to attend. 
This message is sent to Pe asa reminder of Rally Day, which will be observed in our Sunday- 


school next Sunday at the usual hour. 








RECEIVED at THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL, 


BO. .cisdsesoreccccccsedsvecovccnsenqguepsigees*soneres btenat 


Trenton, N. J., Sept. ‘28, 08 


program. Splendid herr 


shine. 


This is the good-natured way of sending ‘ 
W.S. S. T. & C. Co. 


D. 18, Paid 


sence , 


Rally Day Session next Sunday afternoon, September thirtieth. Fine 
Novel souvenir. 


We expect you present. Rain or sun- 


Epwarp W. DuNHAM, 
For the Superintendents. 


* telegrams.” they have in the South : 
Form 1905. 


WINFIELD SUNDAY-SCHOOL TELEGRAPH & CABLE CO. 
(INCOMPARABLE) 


WIRELESS SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD 
PRINCIPAL OFFICE, isth AND CENTER, LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 








To You:: Meet me at- Winfield-Sunday-school October 8, 9.30. A. M. 


Big time. 


girls and bright boys. 
drill, Target practise. 
by fifty-two baby organs. 
venir. 


Soul-stirring singing, . 
(Something fresh. ) 


Fourteen girl babies; twelve boy babies. 


Rally Day. 


Big crowd. Fifty-five mothers, forty-five fathers, seventy-nine young women 
(all pretty), seventy-eight young men (splendid fellows). 


Yard full of youngsters, sweet 
Fine orchestra. Flag 
Babies sing without words, accompanied 
‘Come early to get a soft seat and a sou- 


Invite all the babies and old people you can. 


Gro. THORNBURGH, Superintendent, 


Another Sunday-school telegram of the ingenious sort was used with much success in 


a large school in Rochester, New York, This 


is its form: 


THE RALLY DAY WIRELESS MESSAGE COMPANY 


MISSIONARY SERVICE 


TO ALL THE WORLD 


Office, West Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, Rochester, N. Y. 





This Company lransmits and Delivers Messages 


Church. rrors can be guarded against by coming to 


is an extraordinary message, and is delivered at request of 


the office and having message repeated to you. This 


only to those who do not belong to some other 
West Ave. Methodist Sunday-school 








SENT BY 


a ae Ww. 





RECEIVED BY 


CHECKED BY 


M. W. M. A. 











To EacH MEMBER: 
Report at Sunday-school rooms 
Dr. Rust on Sunday-school Inspiration. 


A bright Chicago superintendent sends out 
a yellow message headed as follows: ‘*C. C. 
S. S. Telegraph and Cable Company. (Not 
incorporated.) Telegram. This is a close 
corporation, and only does business for the 
Church of the Covenant Sabbath School, 
Chicago.’’ Superintendent Bruce S. Bailey 
of Aurora, Illinois, heads his telegram with 


% 


A Good Letter Fresh from the 
Printer 


HERE does not need to be a lot of 

** piety’? in a superintendent's letter 

to his teachers. There certainly should 

be something to write about and good sense 
displayed in the way this is presented to the 
teaching force. This is the way Horace G. 
Shaw gets close to his one hundred teachers : 


DEAR TEACHER : 

‘The summer has past, and next Sun- 
day will be our ingathering day, then we re- 
sume our regular class work, and I hope to 
greet you at half-past two. 








Special music, 


October 20, 1907, 12 0’clock, noon. Tear 
New song-book will be used. 


W. W. Day, Superintendent. 


the words: ‘*The First Baptist Sunday 
School Telegraph Co. 28,966 offices in 
United States. Missionary service to all the 
world,’’ 

At first the regular telegraph blanks of a 
great corporation were used, but this custom 
has happily almost stopped, and a better and 
less suggestive method has been adopted. 


b 


Please look up your class, and be ready to 
report its condition, and to offer suggestions 
the Sunday following. 

Our Autumnal Day Reunion will be Septem- 
ber 27, and by that time we want to resume our 
teachers’ class, our normal department, and all 
the departments of our school. 

As a school we are well-favored, having a 
complete organization, superior room accom- 
modations, an orchestra of twenty-seven young 
people, and all up-to-date equipments of the 
modern Sunday-school, yet these are all sec- 
ondary, as good and regular teachers.are the 
all-important requirement. 

I note a seeming tendency on the part of 
younger people to make the Sunday-school a 
substitute for church service, but: this’ should 








not be, so please urge your scholars to attend 
our church, and particularly the morning serv- 
ice 

Most of the church additions are through the 
Sunday-school, and I am fully persuaded that 
our work is the en work in which a Chris- 
tian can eng: 

May the cohing ear be our best year, and 
may we study to show ourselves workmen ap- 
proved unto God rightly dividing the word of 
truth. Your friend, 

HORACE G. SHAW. 
Superintendent’s Home - 
Centenary Methodist Episcopal wgntas ¢ School 
Newark, a tember Seventh 
Nineteen hundred and eight 


Where the Home Department 
Comes In 


HE Home Department must be specially 
looked after on this special occasion, 
As members of the Sunday-school they 
should be enjoined to cling to their birth- 
mt by attending on all the red letter days 
the Sunday-school. When Miles M. 
Shand was Sunday-school superintendent of 
the great Calvary Baptist Church of Washing- 
ton, he sent out such a card as this to all the 
Home Department members and with fine 
results : 


To the members of the Home Department of 
the Sunday-school of Calvary Baptist Church. 
Greeting and good wishes ! 

Sunday next, October 14th, is Rally Day in 
our Sunday-school, and every member of the 
Home: Department is specially invited to the 
service at 9.15 o'clock. Please come direct to 
the church auditorium and ask for the Home 
Department seats. 

The exercises will be interesting and will in- 
clude a short address by the pastor. When the 
roll is called, we shall ask two questions about 
the Home Department.  First—How many 
members are present? ‘Second—How many 
members not present sent a message either to 
Miss White, 1711 P Street, or to their Visitor? 

Would it not be just splendid if we could see 
all our.-Home Department flock present next 
Sunday? As that is impossible, the next best 
thing would be to hear from all the absentees ! 

I am sure you are interested in the great 
work we are trying to do for God and for each 
other, and I pray the choicest blessing of the 
Heavenly Father upon you in all your li fife. 

Cordially yours, 
MILEs M. SHAND, Swft. 


The following message to the Home De- 
partment is sent out on a mailing card from 








Coffee the Cause 
Of Various Ailments 


it does not require a scientist to. dis- 
cover if coffee is harmful. 

Plain common sense and the simple 
habit of looking forthe cause of things, 
soon reveals coffee in its true light 
—that of a habit-forming drug. 

‘*My family on both sides were con- 
firmed coffee topers,” writes a Penna. 
painter, ‘‘and we suffered from nervous- 
ness, headache, sleeplessness, dizziness 
and i palpitation of the heart. 

ical treatment never seemed to 
a any permanent good. I thought 
there must be some cause for these 
troubles and yet: did not find it was cof- 
fee until I was forty-one. 

‘Hearing of the benefit that many 
had derived from changing to Postum, 
I quit coffee and used Postum entirely. 
Now I am like a new man. 

‘*I-sleep well, can eat three good 
meals a day, have no headache nor pal- 
pitation, no nerve twitching in my face, 
and I don’t have to pay out hard earned 
money for medicines. 

**I believe a good hot cup of Postum 
made strong, with half milk and taken 
before retiring at.night, is the best thing 
to keep a painter from having lead poi- 
soning. That’s my experience any- 
way.” 

‘* There's a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., 
Creek, Mich. Read, 
Wellville,” in pkgs. _ 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of uieahek 
interest. 


Battle 
**The Road to 





























LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 13 (2 Sam. 2: 1-7; 5: 1-5) 





Compelling 





one of the best small schools in New Hamp- 
shire : 


To the Members of the Home Department 





The members of the First Baptist Bible 
School desire to extend a cordial invitation to 
you to be present at their Rally Day exercis s 
on September a9, at 12.15 P. M. 

We note with much pleasure that so many of 
ou are attending our regular sessions, and we 
ope you will make a special effort to come next 

Sunday. 

We thank you for the interest you have taken 
in the work, and we trust you will now enter 
the field with renewed zeal. Can you not in- 
terest some friend in this department? If the 
study has benefited you, it will others. We 
wish to increase our membership very ely 
during the next few months and are dependii g 
on you to help us. Please make a determined 
effort to come next Sunday and bring others 
with you. 

W. F, FRENCH, ~— of School. 
G. C. LANGDELL, Supt. of Home Dept. 

Milford, N. H., Sept. 23. 


In sending out a ‘wireless telegram,’’ 
Superintendent N. S. Wright states that ‘‘ the 
members of the Home Department will be 
the guests of honor ”’ at the Rally Day service 
.of the Carfield Avenue Sunday-school. It 
is becoming ‘‘ quite the thing ’’ to give the 
Home Department a special place on the 
rally program, 


% 
Send Out a Bright Message 


T IS always safe, in sending out invita- 
tions for Rally Day, to eliminate the 
sermon you would like to preach, and 

get to the heart of the matter without delay. 
Nothing is lost to religion by keeping out 
regulation pious sayings in such an invita- 
tion. Make them bright and snappy, and 
be sure you have something to say—a real 
message. The Heminway Methodist Epis- 


All to Come on Rally Day 





copal Church, of Evanston, Illinois, sent out 
such an invitation, reading as follows : 





BIBLE SCHOOL RALLY 
3.30 o'clock 
[We Want 600 Present] 
My DEAR FRIEND: 


Last year on Rally Day we had 
413 present. You remember the delightful 
occasion. Every one enjoyed it, and felt 
repaid for coming. This year we will cele- 
brate our Rally Day at an unusual hour.— 
Sunday afternoon, September 24, 1905, at 
3.30 o'clock. Your influence and co-opera- 
tion are urgently needed to make Rally 
Day this ‘pos the very dest. We will have 
a splendid program. We want at least 600 
present. Let each one do his best. ‘Tell 
everybody ! Motto: 
‘* Everybody at Work for Everybody.” 
Yours in Christian work, 
A. E. A. SHINNER, 
W. H. Dyson, 
Superintendents. 
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The Omnipresent Post Card 


HAT the universal fad, the post card, 
should even infest the church is no 
wonder, and it is well that the church 

has recognized this up-to-date method of 
commanding attention. In size these cards 
range from the regular postal card dimensions 
to such a one as that issued by the Fifth 
United Presbyterian Church, Leland Avenue 
and North Lincoln Street, Ravenswood, 
Chicago, This was a souvenir in which the 
great missionary enterprises of the church 
were described and to which the offering for 
Rally Day was devoted. Pictures of the 
pastor, and the past and present church 





buildings were given, together with detailed 
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information about the make-up of the school 
of which Joseph P, Tracy is the superintend- 
ent, 

The Marion Lawrance Sunday-school of 
the Washington Street Congregational Church 
of Toledo, Ohio, has used a large sized post 
card to call attention to Rally Day. ‘This 
school gets out about-1,200 of its 1,600 mem- 
bership on this occasion. A rally picnic 
always precedes the great day in this school. 

The opportunity to present a fine picture 
of the church buildings makes the post card 
valuable as a keepsake. This means has 
been used to great advantage by the First 
Baptist Church of Galveston, Texas, the 
Methodist Episcopal of Canandaigua, New 
York, the Baptist of Reading, Massachusetts, 
the Presbyterian of Paris, Iiinois, the Court 
Street Methodist Episcopal, South, of Lynch- 
burg, Virginia, the General Baptist of Oak- 
land, Indiana, the First Congregational of 
La Grange, Illinois, the First Baptist of Bel- 
fast, Maine, the Bethany Presbyterian of 
Philadelphia, the Center Church of Hartford, 
Connecticut, the Sixth Unifed Presbyterian 
.of Pittsburg, and many others. 


Rallying the Young Men 


HE Adult Class should be alert at Rally 
Day time and bring out its every mem- 

r. The printed letter and postal 

cards attractively worded will help a long 
way toward the realization of a big percentage 
of attendance. Here is a dignified business 
men’s announcemert from Washington, and 
a jolly Baraca method from Massachusetts, 
both on postal cards showing the extremes : 


In behalf of the Business Men’s Bible Class 
of the First Congregational Church, I would 
remind all its members of our Opening Session, 
Sunday, October 6, at 10 A. M. God has 
spared us through the months of our separation. 





Let us show our gratitude by once more meet- 
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ing at the wonted time and place to resume our 
study of 

That Holy Book, 

By which we live and die. 


And let us heartily invite all men, whether in 
or out of the congregation, not otherwise en- 
ed, to join us in this study. 
ur opening lesson is upon Joshua. Could 
there be a finer joptc for those who would be 
manly soldiers of the Captain of our Salvation ? 
And may God add his blessing to our study of 
his Holy Word. 
Yours faithfully, 
October 3, 1907. JouN L, EwWELt. 


Postal Tel-a-man Rally Day Come-pany 


RECEIVED AT LOWELL, MASS., OCT 9, 1907. 
TO— ALL BARACA MEN,— 


We want our company to ‘‘ Fall in 
line "’ for the Grand Review on Rally Day Sun- 
day, October 13. Bring Recruits | 

Rally too Strong!!! 

A. E. DYER, Sec’y. 
GEO. E. TOMKINSON, Jeacher. 


The Fascinating Acrostic 


T IS pleasing to the eye to light on the 
acrostic, and Sunday-school superin- 
tendents have not been slow to use it to 

attract people to the Rally Day service. 
Some of them show much ingenuity of con- 
struction. Take this one, for instance, from 
the Markham Memorial Presbyterian Church 
of St. Louis, of which Albert Wenzlick is 
superintendent. On the back of a ‘* Mark- 
ham Memorial Telegraph’’ message, in- 
viting the members to the Rally Day service 
on September 25, 1907, is printed the follow- 
ing interesting announcement : 


be yf Day, Twenty-ninth of Septembe R 
A ll former records are to be broken by A 
Largely increased attendance of al L 
L. oyal members and friends of the schoo L 
Y ou are invited to meet with us on that da Y 


D on’t imagine you will not be misse D 
And miss something by absence. A 
Y ear ofsuccess is to be opened with Rally Da Y 

Mothers, bring the Cradle Roll babies. 
Fathers and Young Men, we would be glad 
to see you. 








Ira D. - 





Sankey’s 


Life 


and the 


Story 


of the 


Gospel 





Hymns 








TO AGENTS this book offers a 


versal. We give liberal terms, 
fit free te workin 


agents. 
commissions shou 


sent direet to 








reat opportunity. Every 
Christian home wil! want it, and the demand will be almost uni- 
i ay freight, and give credit. 
All inquiries about outfit and agents’ 


P. W. ZIEGLER, 247 S. Fourth Street, Philadeiphia, Pa. 


oa sieiahiasadnatiianesiemedaaamalal 


Out- 





seaiiastidiaibiaasiten 


in the great meetings. 
by his gospel messages in song. 


he 
What do you know about Ira D. Sankey ? 
How he came to go with Mr. Moody to Chicago? 
the great Chicago fire of 1871? 


never heard it before? 
of their interest in his work? | 


The book contains 410 pages. 


Hum over your favorite gospel hymn of the old Moodyand Sankey days. 
and think*a minute: What do you know about it? 
Was it written under the spur of some unexpected need? 
any incidents connected with its use that are especially striking ? 


he 
Call to mind that prince of gospel singers, Ira D. Sankey, as you heard him 
Think of the way vast audiences were moved 


Do you know what became of the royalty money earned through the sale 
of millions of copies of Gospel Hymns ? 


Do you know of his early life ? 


His wonderful world-tours with Mr. 
Moody, and the way the gospel was sung to the people as they had 
Do you know of the notable men he mét and 


It has 24 illustrations, including pictures 
of Ira D. Sankey, Dwight L. Moody, John R. Sweney, George C. Stebbins, P. P. 
Bliss, Major Whittle, Sir Arthur Sullivan, Charles M. Alexander, Fanny Crosby, 
Moody and Sankey Planting Trees in Scotland, Moody and Sankey with the 
Northfield Choir, and other scenes and portraits of interest. 

It is a large book, costing us 17 cents to mail. 
(the postage paid by us), on receipt of $1.50. 
should be sent direct to 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Stop 
Who wrote it? 
Are there 


His experiences in 





ke 
Mr. Sankey has told his own life-story, and has told of incidents connected 
with about 180 hymns,—how they were composed, or how they have 
been blessed in their use,—in his book, “ My. Life and the Story of the 
Gospel Hymns.” 





We will send it to you 


All mail orders for the book 
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} This brilliant man walks up and down 


THE POLICEMAN 
YSPOT- 





Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 
Arrests attention from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO 





A h 3 attention is in- 
nisananand ve the condition of the 
helves, nt, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. These mark 

sega yo No matter how 
ne the rest e house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of a A basin of 
water, a cloth and 


SAPOLIO 

















The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 13, 1908. Com- 
mending our Society. I. By church 
attendance (Psa. 26 : 1-12; Heb. 
10 : 21-25). 


Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Waiting on God (Psa. 52 : 8, 9.) 
‘TUES.—Old and young (Psa. 148 : 11-13). 
WED.—Good listeners ( l. 5 : 1-3). 
THURS.—Singing (Psa. 98 : 4-6). 
Fri.—Edifying (1 Cor. 14 : 26-28). 
SatT.—The ordinances (1 Cor. 11 





+ 23-26). 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








eat dente are received under the ae 
care of the Director. 
44th year book will be sent upon request. 


L. B. MOFFETT, Principal 
Peirce School, 917-919 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Ps. 


ALOWIN, SEMIRARY Shenandoa 








ism bone inl 37 students fr from any — 





Tell which service needs the Endeavorers 
most, and why. 


Explain the relation of the pledge to church 
attendance. 


How will our attendance encourage the 
minister ? 


O ENCOURAGE the minister is one 
reason for going to church and a very 
poor one, It will do all right for a shcrt 

season. If the minister is downcast or de- 
pressed over his difficulties our presence and 
our efforts to bring others will encourage 
him. But the churches do not exist for the 
ministers. The end of the church is not to 
provide a congregation for the minister to 
preach to, and no permanent or worthy 
motive for church attendance is to be found 
here, nor would any minister be happy who 
thought that this was the reason for his young 
people’s attendance. 


& 


To go to church because others go, be- 
cause we are in the habit of going, because 























Friendly Tip 
Restored Hope and Confidence 


After several years of indigestion and 
its attendant evil influence on the mind, 
it is not very surprising that one finally 
loses faith in things generally. 

AN: Y. woman writes an interesting 
letter... She says : 

‘* Three years ago I suffered from an 
attack of peritonitis which left me ina 
most miserable condition. For overtwo 

ears I suffered from nervousness, weak 
eart, shortness of breath, could not 
sleep, etc. 

y appetite was ravenous but I felt 
starved ‘all the time. I had plenty of 
food but it did not nourish me because 
of intestinal indigestion. Medical treat- 
ment did not seem to help, I got dis- 
couraged, stopped medicine and did not 
care much whether I lived or died. 

‘*One day a friend asked me why I 
didn’t try Grape-Nuts, stop drinkin 
coffee and use Postum._ I had lost fait 
in everything, but to please my friends 
I began to use both and soon became 
very fond of them. 

‘It wasn’t long before I got some 
strength, felt a decided change in my 
system, hope sprang up in my heart and 
—— but surely I got better. I could 

very well, the constant craving for 
food ceased, and I have better health 
now than before the attack of peritoni- 
tis. 

‘*My husband and I are still using 
Grape-Nuts and Postum.” ‘ There’s a 
Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, <7 Read, ‘‘The Road to} 
Wellville,”’ kgs. 

Ever read d the above letter? A new | 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





the day is better marked off from other days 
by going, because whatever other occupation 
_ the day may have will be given a better flavor 
by our going to church first, because it would 
\ hardly be worth while having good clothes 


| unless we had an opportunity to wear them} 


' to a place where others would wear theirs, — 


doubtless move some people to go. They 
have their reward. 


We ought to go to church to praise God, 
In our hearts and homes we will already 
have praised him, but we ought to go with 
others to the public place where those who 
believe in God meet together, to give him 
public praise, to acknowledge him to be our 
God andthe giver of all good. And our 
praise will glide into worship. — ** Let all the 
| people praise thee, O God, let all the people 
| praise thee. Oh, come, let us worship the 
| Lord together.’? These were the ancient 
words of Israel. They are the words of the 
true children of God in all ages. 


* 


We ought to go to church to express and 
to foster our sense of the corporate character 
of God’s family. We are not only individuals 
loving and serving God. We are also a 
family, a body. And there are many bless- 
ings which we can never have as individuals, 
which we can only have as we realize our 
oneness with all the people of God. Paul 
presented this clearly. He saw that it is 
only ‘‘ with all saints’’ that any one of us 
can comprehend the length and breadth and 
depth and height of the love of Christ. 
only as ‘* we all come”’ that any one of us 
can come to the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ. * 


for fellowship. On the mission field the new 
Christians at once come together into little 
groups that they may confirm each other’s 
faith and warm each other’s zeal. We can- 
not do without such fellowship. And while 
our church services are more formal than the 
services of the early Christians, there is still 
opportunity in the hymns and prayers and 
often through responsive readings, for us to 
| join with others in a common and united 
| worship, which will not supplant but must 
| supplement the fellowship of our own hearts 
| with God. When we can truly sing and pray 
| with others we can more richly sing and pray 
| alone. 

The church does not belong. to grown-up 
people. It belongs to each boy and girl as 
well. We ought to claim our rights in it. 





these and many other reasons like them: 


It is 


One of the strongest instincts of hearts is 


for ie Ter MISS EL gE. ‘S. WEIMAR, 


Bible Study Book Free 


A complete Segre! heey ee value to 
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940, 150 » New York. 

THE GORDON SCHOOL 
Under care Newton Theological 


stitute. * Offers free to young men and women or 
nominations, two years’ course. Able faculty. ‘Term 
opens October 14. Address Kev. W. B. Boggs, Dean. 


cou . Write Pres. 
Grsou was ouRses Mong engl on 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 
Highest Grade Only. 
Established 1827. 
HASTINGS, MASS. 


Main Office and Works FOS .05.F8,.M 485: 


OOK- 
Hastinas Co. 
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(Lesson for Sept. 13) AUGUST 29, 1908 





Interest qaleced and remitted without 


Our Field, the rich and wonderful 
NEW STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
Write for list and information. 














The Jefferson Trust Co., Mc}iEstEr. 








HARTSHORN 


SHADE ROLLERS 











See. & $1 at druggists or by mail. 
THE TARRANT CO. 


Solvent. 
Tha Att re 44 Hudson 8t, New York 








| Classified Advertising | 


Financial 


Six PER CENT guaranteed inve guaranteed investment secured by 
4900,000.00 assets. Over half million dollars 


nyestors durin; st x2 years. Write for book- 
eR ee Realty: Gunwe Co., yao 500, 489 
Fifth Kee Nee York. 

















Pictures 
TORTURE SP, FSGT IS 


mt 
ond oe and 120 New Testamen : * 


es 708s Walnut Street, Philade , Pa. 
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You can do it. 


day School 
about a plan by which he can do 
a work thoroughly worth while 
in itself, and designed to help 
him complete his school course. 

Will you write to-day for 
information P 


1031 





Why Not Help 
Him to Earn 


that Schooling ? 


You can write 


in the boy’s behalf,.and secure 
full information from The Sun- 
Times 


Company 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 


Pa. 














